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Purpose Pragmatism and Privilege 

Dear Love and Rage: 

As an AIDS activist who is probably 
more an anarchist than anything else, 
I’d like to share some comments about 
the June/July analysis of ACT UP. 

First, I value any approach which, 
like the Love and Rage issues I’ve 
seen, has no sacred cows. Our move¬ 
ment can only benefit from that ap¬ 
proach. I especially value Ms. 
Highleyman's point that what we used 
to call participatory democracy is di¬ 
rectly related to group size. This 
point, which I’ve seen nowhere else, 
deserves a place with Robert Michels’ 
point that oligarchy (i.e. hierarchy) is 
directly related to the division be¬ 
tween leaders and followers in any 
group [in Michels, Political Parties]. 

Of the many other important points 
in the ACT UP analysis, I would like to 
examine two here. One is that "ACT 
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UP and similcir groups cannot be con¬ 
sidered an anarchist ideal. ’’ I think it’s 
generaly understood that ACT UP was 
not set up as an anarchist ideal, but to 
develop an effective response to the 
AIDS crisis. ACT UP members see a 
situation where rapidly growing num¬ 
bers of people are dying as an emer¬ 
gency. In an emergency we do 
whatever works to enhance and save 
lives. Whether that action fits an anar¬ 
chist or other model of social organiza¬ 
tion is another, and in these terms, 
theoretical question. 

This of course is our old friend 
American Pragmatism, still the domi¬ 
nant paradigm of thought and action 
in the US (C. Wright Mills, who rode a 
motorcycle to work at Columbia, wrote 
one of the few examples of pragmatist 
self-criticism. Sociology and Pragma¬ 
tism.) As Ms. Highleyman pointed out 
in the opening session of the Minnea¬ 
polis [Love and Rage, June 1991] con¬ 
ference, critical analysis which points 
to concrete alternative models (in this 
case of anarchist organization) is often 
what best makes the point of that 
analysis - American Pragmatism again. 
In other words: show us a better way 
to work. 

The other point is, at least to this 
Gay man, more serious. In comparing 
the various communities in the US af¬ 
fected by AIDS, the ACT UP article 
states what is becomming a common 
theme on the left: that while " this 
[the Gay] community [has] relatively 
high levels of education, skills, and re¬ 
sources,’’ others “(communities of 
color, IV drug users, women)...have 
historically faced discrimination and 


oppression...have less faith in the po¬ 
litical and medical establishment and 
less to lose by challenging it. ’’ 

To most people in my community 
(who are not anarchists or leftists of 
any kind), this would sound like a 
modified version of the right-wing at¬ 
tack on the "Gay lobby." To others, it 
is the separation of Gays from other 
groups which "have historically faced 
discrimination and persecution" that is 
most disturbing. Just as with racism, 
sexism, or any belief system legitimiz¬ 
ing oppression, a significant element 
of heterosexism is to deny the exist¬ 
ence, or minimize the effects, of the op¬ 
pression of Gays. 

The specific assertion that, com¬ 
pared to these other groups. Gays 
have "relatively high levels of educa¬ 
tion, skills, and resources," is not and 
never has been substantiated. For 
many Gay men, it is an unpleasant 
echo of what was said in Weimar Ger¬ 
many about Jews. It is for that reason, 
if no other, that this assertion must be 
challenged. 

When, as in this case, it comes from 
within the Lesbian/Gay community, it 
may well be related to tensions within 
that community. In our Queer caucus 
discussion, one member stated her per¬ 
ception that Gay men dominate Les¬ 
bian/Gay organizations, and have 
more resources than Lesbians. I have 
heard Gay men say the same thing in 
reverse. 

To the extent that these tensions 
are the real basis for assertions about 
the "privilege" of Gays relative to com¬ 
munities of color, IV drug users, and 
women, this separate question needs 


to be raised and dealt with directly in 
that community. When it is not, it will, 
as it has in ths case, influence judg¬ 
ments and analyses of other issues 
(e.g. AIDS activism) to the detriment of 
all concerned. 

No oppressed group, including Gays, 
needs any more enemies than it al¬ 
ready has. I would urge all of us, what¬ 
ever our community, to examine our 
assumptions about others, and to de¬ 
velop an analysis which, while having 
no sacred cows, does not perpetuate 
the very conditions it seeks to trans¬ 
form. 

Eric L. Sambach 
Minneapolis, MN 
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Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Dear Anarchist, 

I hope you are well there. 

I am fine. 

Well, I am well aware of America’s 
(as in the USA) shortcomings, but, as 
we say here in Texas Prisons for some¬ 
thing we favor “I vrill ride with her un¬ 
til the wheels fall off, and then I’ll 
cany her to the mechanic." The mech. 
at Democracy seiv. stations. 

Please discontinue your mailings to 
me. I thank you for your generosity. 

Be Well, 
Gerry S. 

Towels, Socks, Gentrification... 

Having attended the Love and Rage 
organizational conference in Minneapo¬ 
lis, I have some final comments about 
the political statement. I am of the 
opinion that the paper doesn’t need a 


political statement. Besides beating 
our heads against a wall to iron out 
the statement and wasting countless 
hours debating the revisions, the state¬ 
ment only lists those issues brought 
up at the conference and in no way 
could ever list every form of oppres¬ 
sion that anarchist thought opposes. 
Some important areas forgotten about: 
what of the oppression of disabled per¬ 
sons, or what of ageism? or how 
about "Love and Rage is anti-gentrifi- 
cation?” There are countless other is¬ 
sues that could be discussed, but the 
actual reason that I wrote was animal 
rights. I pretty much became an anar¬ 
chist through the issue of animal 
rights and privilege of one species 
over another. The old political state¬ 
ment had a section that was a catch¬ 
all of animal rights, ecology, and 
nature. The proposed new section 
now only talks about ecology, and the 
few words addressing animal rights 
have been lost in the shuffle. From 


what I understand, during the next 
months Love and Rage vrill revise and 
update the political statement, so I 
hope this issue won’t be overlooked 
again. Who knows, maybe someday 
Love and Rage can publish their com¬ 
plete "laundry list" of pros and antis 
and can it “The Dos and Don’ts of An¬ 
archy the Official Love and Rage Party 
Line." 

Chuck Snyder, 
Cincinnati, OH 

Marxists Don't Cut the Mustard 

Love and Rage, 

I recently read one of your papers 
and I liked it. I've been an Anarchist 
all my life, I just didn’t know it. Please 
send me a subscription free of charge, 

I am a poor Political Prisoner. I had 
been reading marxist papers, but they 
just don't cut the mustard. Freedom 
begins where the state ends! 

Cordially, 
George W. 
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AM CONfROMrS RACISM IN EAST ST. PAUL 


BY Jean Marc 

O VER 300 ANTI-RAC- 
ists gathered for a rally 
and march through the 
East Side neighborhood of St. 
Paul, Minnesota on June 22. 
Organized by Anti-Racist Ac¬ 
tion (ARA), a democratic coali¬ 
tion of anarchists, anti-racist 
skinheads, lesbians, bisexuals 
and gay men, the march proved 
to be a huge empowering suc¬ 
cess. Prompted by the rise in 


relatively tame. I guess the St. 
Paul police aren't as well versed 
in indiscriminately cracking 
heads as the Minneapolis cops, 
because they left us alone on 
the whole. (Nice guys, those po¬ 
lice.) 

ARA was well aware of the 
risk of violent attacks from the 
racists, as well as the funda¬ 
mental lack of protection ironitf 
the police if this did occur, so an 


racist attacks and orgar^ed intricate and refreshingly de¬ 
white supremaaiSt groups such ' centralized system of internal 


as the White Aryan M^istance, 
the Ku Klux Klan, racist 
Christian Identity preachers. 
Anti-Racist Action^refused to 
allow' this d^geroW’^organiz- 
ing to continue unexposed and 
uncor^ronted. 

After some great music and a 
few inspiring speeches by folks 
who had helped organize the 
event, the microphone was 
given up to residents of the 


security was developed. ' Our 
plan was to refuse yerbal con^ 
frontation v\hth any Nazis who 
might show up (and.a tip from 
Mr. Tom Metzger himself let us 
know that many California 
boneheads might be sent our 
way (!H), though none actually 
^;shpwed up} yet also Unflinch- 
Singly defend the march from 
any attacks by the white su¬ 
premacist knuckleheads. Al- 


East Side who attended. Resi-^5^ though the security system can 


be worked on for better inter- 
communl<?ataon and efficiency. 


dents who Cpoke t^ed of their 
disgust at the hiklMj^mcism 
and racist violence happening 
in the corntn|prxty, and their de¬ 
sire to find a way to peacefully 
co-exist with the Black, Asian^ 
and white families who are try¬ 
ing to forge a home in St. Paul. 

Although afew racist-^^r^i 

were waikii^; around das^g ^ and gooeo-ete|>pmg ^?Seig 
the event to gd fn ^ea,§f looked pathetically 

strength andt^vinbilit^y apd^JIhsignih^ when twenty-five 
about six carloacifepf white of the security team went to- 
premacistswefe^tcl^gfrdm 'wards the back, ready to pro- 


Bash Back." I realized who the 
march was for — not the white 
reactionaries in the community 
(although a large aspect of the 
march campaign was focused 
on conveying ARA’s intent for 
the march to the white commu¬ 
nity, as well as articulating^ 
broad-based analysis of racism 
and racist extremism), but 
rather to lend support and 
.show solidarity with the people 
^'<firectly affected by racist vio¬ 
lence. The empowerment of 
feeling a sense of solidarity 
with the Blacks, Chicana/o, and 
Asian communities was over¬ 
whelming. 

^ This rally and march was 
three months in the planning^, 
and utilized quite different tac¬ 
tics and strategy thaniwhat is 
usually employed by anar¬ 
chists, socialists, and radioal 
peace and justice activists in 
the Twin Cities. The extra time 
allowed for an extensive propa¬ 
ganda bum with leaflets, post¬ 
ers, a news flash in' a cities- 


side streets, the decentralized 
leadership structure decided to 
proceed with the march 
through the racists* ** stomp¬ 
ing" grounds. Almost immedi¬ 
ately the march sp^od into the 
street, all the 

“The East Side’s for ovoryone; ; 
put the Nazi’s on the run!" and 
"No Nazi’s, No KKIg No Fascist 
USA!" When we Ccope up to a 
major bu^ess intersection, it 
seemed almost second nature 
to just take the four-lane street 
— the energy of this crowd 
would not be abated! Even 
though the cops were sweating 
at having no idea what we were 
going to do next, they were 


,,at nonetheless^^^eryed its pirr-^^wide “alternative" newspaper,. 
pose extremely "Well, as shown ""^as weE as leafietting and dis- 
when several Neo-Nazi bone- tributing informational pam- 
heads from W.A.B. Youth phlets at the premiere, of the 
shewed up to provoke the documentaiyontheracistrevo^ 
march with taunts of “White ^^iutidnary right, Biood in the. 
/"race traitors”^ (yayl), ^"Face. This event, in particular, 
proved tOvbean exee 
ipz conveymg AR^’s politic^.- 
and plans for a march, as €dter ' 
seeing such a scary and palm. 
fully real film, many people" 
t^ed of being unsure of howto 
combat this, rising menace. 

The campaign on the East 
Side was the most Innovative 
^^'however. . A fairly thorough 
edu^donal paprphlet was put ^ 
together and distdbuted door- 
to-door on ^pafts of the march 
route, which allowed for face to 
face discussion, as well as the 
opportunity to gauge support 
fr om the community. As it 
turned diit, Black ydutffSifec?^' 
affected by the violence, sup¬ 
ported the march, as did some 
white anti-racist citizens. An 
extensive anti-racist spray¬ 
painting campaign was also be¬ 
gun in the East Side (although 


tect the march from any 
attacks. They graciously re¬ 
fused. 

On the whole the racists 
were ignored and we continued 
the march, winding through the 
|ptedmu|^mu3y Black section of 
the Ea"^:$ide.' Families ctoe' 
out of their houses to join in 
with the rhythmic chants of 
*Tfey Hey Ho Ho, Racism (or 
Racist^Scum, depending on 
youTpoiiircs) "Has Got To GOl " 
As I glanced towards the front 
of the march, I noticed a young 
African-American girl’s face 
light up and she began to chant, 
while proudly carrying a plac¬ 
ard that announced "Queers 


it received some slack for being 
callous and disrespectful to the 
community - an important criti¬ 
cism to look at). ARA also has 
been engaged in an all-out sur¬ 
veillance of the members and 
leaders of racist' and Neo-Nazi 
groups'withm the Twin-Cities 
and has amassed an impressive 
amount of information. We also 
attended two separate district 
Community Councils in the 
East Side to inform them of the 
march and whip up support. 
We were met cooly at the first, 
but at the secorid they were 
tremendously impressed with 
the work put irito the march, as 
wen as the professionalism of 
the anti-racist information 
packet, and we were lent then 
support and encouraged to per- 
' sist in our struggle. 

The following day’s articles 
in the local, mainstream press 
were, despite some biased (of 
. course) reporting, nonetheless 
fairly thorough. After two luke¬ 
warm Tront-]^ge Sunday arti-: 
des m the m^stream press, ^ 
thep^ece de J0s^tance was ah 
pp/Kd article the following 
«;Wednesday which avowechthe 
ijeed for "unified action" and-^ 
celebrated ARA’s role in bring¬ 
ing the racist violencOfand or -2 
ganizing to the surface- 
Effective organizing can bring: 
abdut^sitrfe change, as long 
as it is creative and dhce^ing 
in its commitment. ARA now is 
committsdto feUowmgthrough 
wrth, organizing ow the. East 
Side, and webave been offered: 
offlcestobpldmeet^sim We 
have also been gi^en 'the free 
iinhdhction services of two peo¬ 
ple who work at the local cable 
access charmel so that we can 
air an anti-racist cable show 
that might help to combat Race 
and Reason’s racist messages. 

The march introduces new 
ways of affacldng racism and 
organizing the support neces¬ 
sary for the dismantling of ra¬ 
cism within affected 
communities themselves, 
rather than just white people 
organizing a demo and expect¬ 


ing people of color to support it. 
This itself is no new tactic, as 
many liberal white groups try to 
create change using this idea. 
Th^ problem is that they don’t 
get then hands dirty. They are 
Oduvouioutly supported by 
status quo btate mechanisms, 
and haveii*t won the confi¬ 
dence and .respect of disaf¬ 
fected communities of color. It 
takes being in the streets to 
threaten those in power into 
beginning to "understand the 
extent of racism and authoritar¬ 
ian imperialism. There are, 
however, mahy grassroots 
community groups of color who 
fight against racism, and it is of 
utmost importance to lend sup¬ 
port, and respect their leader¬ 
ship. Instead of only asking 
them to "join in" on our 
marches and rallies, we must 
find those groups that share a 
revolutionary perspective and 
Ofier our support In destroying 
racism. White peopfe must also 
commit to disoussingand edu- 
.oating about racism with white 
people, as we are familiar with 
white culture and have larger 
inroads in those coinrnunities. 

We are at a critical time 
within US. history. With the 
Ciyfi Rights gains being rolled 
back-piece by liberal piece, as 
wen as the recent oyentuning 
^ of'sections against Af¬ 

rica, and the rullngo agaimt ac- 
;<mss to fr^ kg^alxritio and 

the current rulerWe me 
threatened with the 'return to 
an ultraoohservative, and ulti¬ 
mately proto-fascist American 
State. With such a powerfully 
repressive apparatus in place, it 
is of utmost importance for cur¬ 
rent revolutionaries to use any 
and all means of countering this 
turn towards right wing conser¬ 
vatism. This means hard fuck¬ 
ing work and realizing the 
necessity of using creatTve' 
ways to coimteract the spec¬ 
tacular lies fed to people. Some 
ideas might be to organize a 
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Our Newly Revised Political 
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On Gogol Boulevard 


BY BillWeinberg 

The foUovjing intervieiv is with Mercedes Paez and 
Orlando Polo of Cuba's Movimiento Eco-Pacifista 
Sendero Verde (Green Path Eco-Pacifist Movement) 
taped in April while they were visiting NYC on a U.S. 
tour. 

Previously, OGB reported on Green Path's denounce¬ 
ment of the U.S. invasion of Panama (Love and Rage 
May '90). 

With Cuba so much in the news, it's particularly 
timely to report on and support its alternative move¬ 
ments like Green Path, which refuse both Communism 
and Capitalism, while the "left" (such as the US Hands 
off Cuba Coalition) haplessly promotes its Fidel fetish 
and the "right" plans its invasions. The Cuban people 
get screwed either way. 

Because of this, NYC-Neither East nor West, in coop¬ 
eration with Latin American-Neither East nor West (Cu¬ 
ban and other Latin American emigres and exiles in 
Miami) has taken on sohdarity with Green Path as one 
of our activities. 

Our immediate concern is Orlando's and Mercedes' 
return to Cuba - they were warned by Cuban security 
"Not to return," meaning they face jail. If so, we'll know 
immediately and are ready to organize protests. 

If you're interested in Green Path contact: Neither 
East nor West, 528 5th St., Brooklyn N.Y., 11215. 

Bill Weinberg: When was Sendero Verde formed? 
OP: We were officially founded on October 6, 1988. 
But before that, there were veuious other groups, gen¬ 
erally without names, which participated in this kind 
of work. Ours is the first to band together under a title. 
BW: How many members do you have? 

OP: Actually, we have no official membership. We are 
not interested in numbers of members so much as in 
the quality of our activities. Because of the structure of 
Cuban society, it is impossible to have open member¬ 
ship. 

BW: But how many people are active in the 
group? 

OP: There were 18 founders in 1988. It was founded 
vyhth a traditional pyramidal structure, with a presi¬ 
dent, a vice-president and various activist positions. 
But we later converted to a radial structure. 

BW: A radial structure? 

OP: A radius rather than a pyreimid — a non-hierar- 
chical structure, although I am still the leader among 
equals, I admit. 

There are five people in the first cellular group, or 
directive. Each one of those five works with four people 
who each form sub-groups. This forms a derivative 
chain. Each of the members of the sub-groups can form 
new sub-groups of five members each, and the process 
can continue infinitely. 

BW: How far has this process gone? 

OP: Up to a fifth generation. There are now some 
twenty sub-groups. But keep in mind that they must 
always meet in a very informal situation, again because 
of the structure of Cuban society. The network exists 
throughout the whole country — not just in Havana. 
And each of the sub-groups has autonomy within the 
structure of Sendero Verde. No matter how remote each 
sub-group is from the nucleus, it reports back to the 
center, to work within a central program of a genered 
character — an open and pluralistic program. 

Why five elements? From a social point of view, five 
people can work together in equilibrium and harmony 
easiest. Also, for legal reasons — in Cuba, when more 
than five people gather together it is interpreted by the 
state security as being suspicious and attention is 
directed at the group. Of course, it depends on who is 
gathering together. If it is five people from the Com¬ 
mittees for the Defense of the Revolution — no prob¬ 
lem! But if it is five people from Sendero Verde or 
Comite por Derechos Humanos (Committee for Human 
Rights) — there is a problem. 

BW: And what kind of response can you expect 
in terms of government surveillance or harass¬ 
ment? 

OP: Well, the Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution are assigned to every single block in the 
country and in the cities. And there are people who are 
in the confidence of State Security, who are informants. 
So 6my unusual meeting would be reported to the 
political police division of State Security. 

BW: So when these groups of five get together, 
what do they talk about and plan? 

OP: We have three fundamental areas of work. One 
is the curea of bio-cultura — everything concerning the 
individual human being, biologically, psychologically 
and morally: food and nutrition, physical and mental 
health, human relationships and spiritual develop¬ 
ment. 

SENDERISMO 

BW: Have you explored alternative diets such as 
vegetarianism? 

OP: Sendero Verde is a vshde path, which contains 
many different aspects. Each element keeps its own 
identity within the group. But there is a common de¬ 
nominator, a point of convergence for all the elements 
— and this is called Green — the color of naturaleza 
Cubana. Cuba is very green, all suround, all through the 
year. But Green edso has a very important symbolic 
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power — it is the color of happiness, of hope. So the 
Green Path is the path of happiness and hope. 

Mercedes Paez: And a part of this path is vegetari- 
cinism, and natural medicine, and spiritual traditions 
such as yoga. Buddhism, and certain alternative ele¬ 
ments of Christianity. 

OP: We follow a philosophical doctrine that we call 
Senderismo. 

Senderismo is an eclectic doctrine. Mercedes and I 
have been vegeteuians for six yecurs, and there are 
many other vegetarians in Sendero Verde. But it is not 
mandatory — there is room for non-vegetarians in the 
group as well. 

MP: We would welcome Communists into our group, 
but because of the orthodoxy which prevails in Cuba, 
Communists don't understand pluralism and aren't 
interested. We don’t want to deny Communists the 
right to be Communists — but we cannot tolerate 
anybody denying us the right to believe what we be¬ 
lieve. 

BW: What is Sendero Verde involved in other than 
issues of personal lifestyle? 

OP: The other two spheres are the sphere of nature 
and ecology, and the sphere of society—human rights, 
legal rights and economic rights. In each of these 
spheres there are groups which work on specific ques¬ 
tions. We are working on designing the future society, 
drawing from the experience of living through both 
Capitalist and Communist societies. We are looking for 
a future which would combine the best of both sys¬ 
tems, while also avoiding the fundamental errors of 
both systems. 

MP: We also don’t wemt a society like Sweden, where 
they seem to have the best of both systems, but also 
have a very high rate of suicide! 


OP: We want a society where the individual can grow 



Marcedes Paez (L) and OHando Polo (R) 


freely, but organically with everything else around it. 
But for this you have to work very hard. You have to 
work on the consciousness of the people. It is not 
enough to just have the political power. You have to 
educate the individual. 

BW: What were you doing before Sendero Verde 
was formed, and how were you first introduced to 
these ide€is? 

MP: I was involved in sports, and therefore was very 
interested in physical health. I was a martial arts ex¬ 
pert, and I was on Cuba's national karate team. I was 
Cuba’s worldwide karate champion in 1979. My out¬ 
look on society changed with the Mariel boatlift in 
1980, because of the acts of repudiation which were 
put upon anyone who manifested the idea of wanting 
to leave the country — massive mobs attacking people. 
Ironically, it was these sad events which made me 
change my lifestyle, and I became interested in spiri¬ 
tual growth through Zen Buddhism and vegetarianism. 
I began to see my karate study more as a discipline for 
personal growth rather than a combatant discipline for 
competition and fighting. 

BW: Were there books available in Cuba at that 
time on Zen and vegetarianism? 

MP: Only through foreigners, friends of diplomats, 
and, ironically, church groups. And also through people 
who had had those books hidden away from before the 
revolution. 

Orlando was at that time orgemizing walks for peace 
and ecology through Cuba, and I heard of this through 
a friend emd joined the group. And we met and imme¬ 
diately fell in love and got married within fourteen 
days. Since then, we have only been separated when 
the State Security police have pulled us apart! 

BW: Has that happened? 

OP: That has happened on many occasions. The first 
time was on the Weilk for Peace and Life in 1985. 
October 1990 was the last time we were detained by 
State Security. We’ve been detained by State Security 
34 times. 

BW: On what charges? 

OP: Possessing enemy propagcmda. public disorder. 


BW: Have these charges ever been brought to 
trial? 

OP: No. They are only a tactic of intimidation. We are 
put in sepcuate cell blocks, sometimes verbally threat¬ 
ened by the guards with lengthy prison terms. In 
August 1989 I was detained in Havcma’s psychiatric 
hospital. I was threatened with electro-shock, but be¬ 
cause of international outcry they didn’t do it. Lech 
Walesa in Poland spoke up, also President Felipe Gon- 
zcdez of Spain. I weis fasting, but I am sure that if I had 
eaten there would have been drugs in the food. 

BW: What is the longest that either of you have 
been detained? 

Why have your cases never gone to trial? Due to 
outside pressure from the world community? 

OP: The longest we have been imprisoned is two 
months — complete incommunicado. We are almost 
always kept in solitary confinement, and systemati¬ 
cally interrogated. They use every type of psychologi¬ 
cal interrogation tactic. They view us as laboratory 
animals. We aren’t the most subversive element, but 
we are convenient to experiment new intimidation 
techniques on. Every time there is a new technique, 
they pick up one of our group to try it out on. 

BW: What techniques? 

OP: Well, in our case, trying to get us to change our 
diet. They v\nll give us a huge, juicy steak — which is 
not usually available for the general population, but 
they know that for us to eat it would be torture. Food 
they would not usually give to an ordinary prisoner, but 
to us it is offered! They will pretend as if no other food 
is available, and try to come across as if they are really 
concerned about our health. If we refuse to eat it, they 
tell us; “You are being too demanding, you are under 
arrest, this isn’t your grandmother’s house. ’’ 

MP: Technically, the reason we have not yet been 
brought to trial is because we are not viewed as being 
counter-revolutionary. We do not consider ourselves 
counter-revolutionaries, and we try to work within 
the law. It is very difficult for them to brand us as 
terrorists or counter-revolutionaries. We are dissi¬ 
dents in many ways. But the real counter-revolution- 
cuies are those who oppose pacifist ideas, a healthy 
environment, ecological politics. It is the government 
which is counter-revolutionary! 

OP: Within the government there are people who 
are fighting for the betterment of Cuban society. But 
because of the system, it is very heird work. They are 
the silent voices which are trying to help us. 

BW: What issues were you addressing in your 
walks for peace and ecology? 

OP: On these marches, we organized meetings on 
the streets, which is very unusual for Cuba. We did 
unannounced conferences at civic centers throughout 
the country. We try to stay focussed on positive ac¬ 
tions such as vegetarian festivals to educate people 
on diet and nutrition, or to plant trees or clean the 
streets. Yet many of these meetings have been at¬ 
tacked by the police. When we talk about trees and 
purely ecological issues — that’s fine. But when we 
hit the point of anything that has to do with repres¬ 
sion, or intolerance, that’s when things get ugly. 
That’s when we have to confront the police face-to- 
face. Which has occurred on many occasions. And 
when we react nonviolently, that bothers them, be¬ 
cause they know they cannot reduce us to obedience 
by force. We embrace them, we actually shake their 
hands, in act of love. And that disarms them. 

THE GREENING OF COMMUNISM? 

BW: I have here the f€dl 1990 edition of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Earth Island Journal. It includes an article by 
one Karen Wald [an American] which is fairly flat¬ 
tering to Fidel's environmental policy. She writes 
of an Areas Verde conference which was held in 
Havana last November. She writes: “Notably ab¬ 
sent were members of Cuba’s only opposition 
’Green’ group (and she puts 'Green' in quotes), 
Sendero Verde, an organization announced a few 
years ago by a wandering dissident named Or¬ 
lando Polo. In 1988, Polo attended press confer¬ 
ences with some of Fidel Castro’s more outspoken 
opponents, describing himself to the foreign press 
as an ’eco-padflst’. If Sendero Verde actually exists, 
it missed a unique opportunity to make itself 
heard and felt among like-minded highly-placed 
individuals and organizations that attended this 
event.’’ 

MP: Well, we know Karen Wcdd. Let us speak very 
clearly — she is considered a “Friend of the Revolu¬ 
tion, ’’ she lives in one of Havana’s classiest neighbor¬ 
hoods, emd as a foreigner she has memy privileges 
which cure denied to most Cubans. 

OP: We did not attend the conference because we 
were not invited! This was an official event, and we 
have never been invited to any official event! These 
conferences are organized for government officials. 
We tried to get information on how to attend, but it 
wasn’t possible. We don’t know if this was done inten¬ 
tionally, or due to bureaucratic deficiencies. Fre¬ 
quently, if you are not a government official, you have 
to pay in U.S. dollars to attend these conferences. So 
they are not really open to the public, even if they 
appear to be from the outside. 
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Last September, there was a United Nations confer¬ 
ence on crime held in Havana that we did try to attend. 
There was going to be a session on the idea of ecologi¬ 
cal destruction as a crime. We petitioned to human 
rights organizations all over the world, and after 
strenuous diplomatic efforts, we secured invitations for 
three of our representatives. But even with official 
permission to attend, we only made it as far as the front 
door of the conference when we were physically taken 
away by the security police. Obviously, we were not 
detained, because of the highly visible circumstances. 
Some of us made it past the guards into the conference 
merely by being inconspicuous and dressing the right 
way — then we made our presence known once we 
were inside, and did manage to speak to some of the 
human rights representatives from around the world 
before we were forcibly ejected. It was a sort of theater 
action. 

BW: Acconling to Wald's arUcle, Cuba has a very 
enlightened environmental policy. She portrays 
an official policy swinging in favor of bicycle 
transport because of the oil cut-off from the Soviet 
Umon. She reports that there is a new emphasis on 
traditional herbal medicine. Do you feel that tiii« 
is the case? 

OP: We don’t deny that Fidel Castro’s government is 
intending to produce a paradise on Earth. Our quarrel 
is with how they are going about it. They are trying to 
impose their paradise by force! There is force and 
intimidation to compel people to participate in the 
official movements. They don’t allow any room for 
individual initiatives. 

We proposed to the government a policy of promot¬ 
ing bicycle use to avoid environmental contamination 
in 1975. It was completely dismissed. Only when the 
conditions and pressures on society demanded the 
change, because of the petroleum shortage, did they 
ironically make this policy change. 

BW: But the bicycle program does exist. 

OP: It exists, but the new energy policy is a double- 
edged sword. For instance, they say the development 
of nuclear energy resolves the country's development 
projects, and actually helps preserve the ecological 
balance of the country. They say that nuclear power is 
“clean" energy. 

How is it possible that a government like Cuba’s, 
with an army of250,000 active men and women on duty 
for a country of only 10 million people, which has taken 
over 57,000 Cuban men and women to the shores of 
Angola armed to fight—^how can we believe that such 
a militarist society can follow a strictly pacifist path, 
especially as regards nuclear power? Cuba is not a 
signatory to the Treaty of Tlatelolco [which attempts 
to create a Latin American nuclear-free zone]. There is 
no control over nuclear development there. 

BW: Do you actually suspect that Cuba is trying 
to develop a nuclear weapon? 

MP: In Cuba it is impossible to even know what the 
mihtary budget us, information is so closely controlled. 
OP; The first nuclear reactor is under construction 
right now, near Cienfuegos, with Soviet technology. It 
is scheduled to start functioning in 1992, but it will 
probably be postponed due to the withdrawal of Soviet 
technical teams. The Cuban government is now nego¬ 
tiating with Japan to complete the plant. 

BW: Have there been any protests in Cuba 
against the construction of the nuclear plant? 

OP: Only we have been able to protest this. Only 
we have protested against the war in Angola. We 
actually went to Cienfuegos to protest the plant on two 
occasions — in 1985 and in 1986. In August of 1986 we 
went with a group of students from the Superior Center 
of Art to do street theater displaying the dangers of 
nuclear power. 

It was the time of the Cienfuegos carnival, and there 
was a conga line, with hundreds of people dancing in 
the street and beating on drums and tin cans. We 
joined the line and started singing out to the music and 
rhythm—only with our own songs and words, for 
peace, against war, and on anti-nuclear themes. Peo¬ 
ple just repeated what we were singing, because it 
was part of the music, it was carnival! When the police 
realized what we were singing, they rushed into the 
crowd. They found us and beat us, and we were 
imprisoned for three days. 

BW: Most leftists bere in New York wouldn't 
bave any problem with your anti-nuclear position, 

I would hope. But the perception on the left here 
is that the Cu b a n troops were on the right side of 
the war in Southern Africa. 

OP: The correct place for Cuban troops is in Cuba, 
to protect the Cuban territory in case of a foreign 
aggression. But there is no reason for any Cuban 
soldier to leave the national territory for any war, no 
matter how just it may seem. Because justice in every 
country has to be defined by its own people, not by 
other countries. In our view, the Cuban army was 
acting as a mercenary force in Angola. And the proof 
of that is that the Cuban government actually charged 
Angola for the use of the Cuban troops. And, in fact, 
the Cuban troops were being indirectly paid by tran¬ 
snational oil companies which operate in Angola to 
protect the oil installations from [CIA-backed rebel 
Jonas] Savimbi’s troops! It was done through clandes¬ 


tine channels — the Angolan government was the 
mediator. 

BW: Has there been any resistance to military 
conscription in Cuba? 

MP: Military service in Cuba is usually for three 
years from your sixteenth birthday. If you offered to go 
to Angola, it was only for two years. This is the reason 
there was this outpouring of soldiers willing to go to 
Angola. 

OP: When the draft was first instituted in 1964, 
thousands of young people resisted, and thousands 
were imprisoned in special camps—the UMAPs — Uni- 
dades Militares de Ayuda a Produccion, Military Units 
to Aid Production. They were the camps where homo¬ 
sexuals were also detained. And longhairs and people 
with religious tendencies, especially Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses. 

MP: Presently there are still problems with the mili¬ 
tary conscription program — especially after the expe- 


“We don’t deny that 
Castro’s ...intending to 
produce a paradise on Earth. 
Our quarrel is withhow...They 
are trying to impose their 
paradise by force! ” 

rience in Angola. Young people who served in the 
military are frustrated when they see Savimbi shake 
hands with [Angolan President] Dos Santos—^there is 
a lot of resentment. People wonder what they were 
fighting for. In response, the government has reduced 
the time of military service to two years. 

... The government has told us that if we were to 
merely be ecologists and not eco-pacifists, we would be 
accepted. But we are not going to make any conces¬ 
sions so that we can be accepted by them. 

OP: But we hope to work within the government 
system so as to transform it from the inside. 

BW: Would you say that military service in An¬ 
gola was unpopular? 

OP: Military service has never been popular in Cuba. 
People comply simply to survive. 

BW: Wbat was tbe Ocboa trial really all about? 
[General Ocboa and a number of other military 
officers were tried June '89 for dope trafficing] 

OP: Simply put, Ochoa was the leader of a group of 
people who believed in changing Cuba through mili¬ 
tary means — but a reform that was still within the 
realm of the left; not towards of Capitalism, but to- 
Wcuds democratic socialism. Ochoa was a man very 
much loved by his troops, a true hero of the Angolan 
war. Even though we don’t particularly admire this 
type of individual, we recognize this. We don’t propose 
a violent change in Cuba — we want a pacifist change 
in Cuba. 

BW: Towards wbat? 

OP: Pluralism and democracy — but not the democ¬ 
racy of the United States: a democracy unique to the 
Cuban experience, with a different vision of the future, 
an ecological democracy. 

BW: Wbat about economy? Would you support 
a transition to capitalism? 

OP: No. Capitalism is to us a dehumanizing force, 
and also archaic. It is time for a new philosophy. 
Capitahsm is in a state of decomposition. There are 
certain human needs which the Capitalist system can¬ 
not satisfy. Capitalism is supposed to mean freedom, 
but it is obvious that people are not truly free here. 

BW: Here in tbe US or In Cuba? 

MP: People are not free in either place. In Cuba, 
there is no capitalism, but nor is there any socialism. 

BW: Then what is there? 

MP: In Cuba there is Fidelismo. 

BW: But what does that mean? There seems to 
be a trend towards more openness and liberaliza¬ 
tion in Cuba at the moment, but simultaneously 
we've had arrests of human rights leaders and the 
Ochoa affair. So it seems that there's something 
contradictory going on. 

OP: The Cuban government is simply instituting a 
bunch of cosmetic changes — let’s be clear. The goal 
is simply to satisfy international demands and internal 
demands for change, but without ever really transform¬ 
ing the structure — the goal is simply to stay in power. 

BW: But does this give you, as activists, more 
room to organize? 

OP: Whatever room we have is based upon the 
creativity of our tactics. 

OP: It is very interesting. This talk is in the political 
interests of both the Fidelistas and the anti-FideUstas. 
The anti-Castroite establishment in Miami is controlled 
by people who are really interested that Fidel Castro 
stays in power — that there continues to be this 


screaming and yelling and hysteria and yelling back 
and forth. If Fidel Castro falls, their whole anti-Castro 
power structure they have established in Miami falls 
with him! The United States is aware that Fidel Castro 
is not a Saddam Hussein or a Manuel Noriega. The 
threat of an invasion is not realistic. 

BW: Do you see a post-Fidel Cuba on the horizon? 

OP: Yes. The paternalistic and repressive tactics 
which have been used by the Cuban government for 
30 years has engendered in the Cuban people a pro¬ 
found realization of the need for fundamental liberties 
developed independently and creatively, without ap¬ 
peasement to any authoritarian government. 

BW: What about appeasing the CIA and the re¬ 
actionary forces in the US which have been trying 
to topple Fidel for tbe past 30 years? What about 
the threat that some right-wing exiles from Miami 
could be installed in power after Fidel’s departure? 

OP: Make no mistake — it is going to be the Cubans 
in Cuba who are going to govern Cuba after Fidel. It’s 
going to be different from the way the Cubans in Miami 
imagine it. Thirty years of revolution have not left the 
Cuban population untouched. The Cuban people will 
not accept these people who left the island to become 
wealthy returning only to exploit and oppress. 

BW: What kind of support do you need from 
like-minded activists in the United States? 

OP: We need more people to know that we exist. 
Sadly, we have to have our office here in the United 
States. We have an office in Miami, and we are hoping 
to establish offices in New York, Washington, and 
California. 

BW: Could you talk a bit about the travel restric¬ 
tions facing Cubans, and what pressures we 
bring to liberalize them? 

OP; We brought a project here to the United States 
called Plan de Paz Giron 1991 — the Bay of Pigs Peace 
Plan 1991. The Bay of Pigs is a symbol of war, and this 
peace plan would end the long state of war between 
the two countries. We are demanding that the block¬ 
ade of Cuba be lifted — lifted by both governments, 
because we recognize that there is an information 
blockade by the Cuban government as well as the 
economic blockade by the US. We are demanding a 
peace treaty between the two countries which will 
guarantee against any future invasion. We demand 
the resumption of full diplomatic relations between 
Cuba and the United States. And we demand the 
withdrawal of aU foreign troops from Cuba — both the 
Soviets and the American troops at Guantanamo Naval 
Base. 

BW: Now that the "Soviet Threat" is no longer a 
serviceable propaganda device to justify US inter¬ 
vention in Latin America, drug trafficking seems 
to be the new rationale which is emerging. Are 
figures in the Cuban government involved In drug 
running, or was the Ochoa affair Just a convenient 
excuse for Fidel to eliminate a rival? 

OP: In the Ochoa case, it was largely a political 
tactic. But there was a problem with drug smuggling, 
within a small nucleus in the Interior Ministry. There 
are also some figures in the government who use drugs 

mostly cocaine. And this is also something we are 
fighting against, in terms of government corruption — 
and we have accused particular functionaries within 
the Cuban government of this. Sadly, drug use is 
increasing in Cuban society, but mostly among the 
sons and daughters of government officials, because 
they are the only ones who have the means of obtaining 
drugs. There is also prostitution, which is not officially 
recognized, but is encouraged by certain sectors of the 
government to obtain dollars and information. These 
prostitutes engage in industrial and political espio¬ 
nage. 

BW: What is the status of abortion in Cuba? 

MP: It is like eating candy — it is completely ac¬ 
cepted. This is not entirely good. Abortion is encour¬ 
aged by the government if, for instance, a marriage is 
not going well. And often, couples cannot live together 
because of the acute housing shortage in Cuba. We 
believe that abortion is not something which should be 
denied, but it is not something which should be encour¬ 
aged so freely by the government. Sex education and 
the availability of contraceptives is finally being taken 
seriously by the government in response to the AIDS 
crisis and an explosion of promiscuity in recent years. 

BW: The Cuban policy of having AIDS patients 
quara n t in ed has aroused a lot of controversy here 
in the US. We understand that there is mandatory 
AIDS testing in Cuba, and up to 500 people have 
been forcibly c]uarantined. But we also recognize 
that at least these people are receiving health care, 
€md are arguably in better shape than thousands 
of AIDS patients in the US who are homeless or in 
prison or have no access to health care. So I’d like 
your opinion of the AIDS program in Cuba. 

OP; We are opposed to the quarantine. We recognize 
the need for some type of control, but we think it should 
be done in a more humanistic way. There was a group 
at the prison in Combinado del Este which attempted 
to resist quarantine. The details were not made public 
but apparently there was some kind of disturbance. 
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YUGOSLAVERY 

BY IVO SkORIC 


T he ethnic groups 

that constitute the mod¬ 
ern federation of Yugo¬ 
slavia never lived together in 
one country until 1918. Before 
then they lived on the borders 
of two feuding kingdoms — 
Croatians and Slovenes were 
subjects of the Austro-Hungar¬ 
ian Empire, while Serbs and 
Montenegrins were subjects of 
the Ottoman Empire. Borders 
between these greedy king¬ 
doms often changed, with 
Croatians and Serbs often play¬ 
ing the warrior’s role for their 
impericd masters. Bloody wars, 
mourning over dead and 
wounded, orgiastic hate, thou¬ 
sands of refugees, and fearful 
violence were the mainstream 
of history for these ethnic 
groups. 

Due to these circumstances 
Serbs and Croats are mixed 
over a v\hde territory. One ex¬ 
ample is in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, the Yugoslavian 
republic that Tito [the partisan 
leader who drove the Nazis out 
of Yugoslavia and went on to 
rule the country’s Communist 
government], by shifting Bosn- 
iem Islam from a religion to an 
'‘ethnicity,” set up after WW II 
to prevent the impending clash 
between Serbs and Croats, 
Croats live in the south-east 
close to Serbia, and Serbs live in 
the north-west, close to Croa¬ 
tia. Both Croatia and Serbia to¬ 
day claim rights on Bosnian 
territory. This history also made 
the Serbian and Croatian lan¬ 
guages so close that there is 
virtually no difference today — 
these two languages are now 
together called Serbo-Croatian. 
The stubbornness of the Ser¬ 
bian and Croatian peoples and 
their backward Croatian- 
Catholic and Serb-Eastern Or¬ 
thodox priests made the 
difference permanent: since 
1054 AD Croatians are writing 
using a Roman alphabet, and 
Serbs are still writing in Cyrillic. 

The kingdom formed in 1918 
of Serbs, Croatians and Slo¬ 
venes was a very unsuccessful 
experiment that showed all the 
difficulties of organizing these 
ethnic groups to live under one 
flag. This small, primitive, 
bourgeois, authoritarian, king¬ 
dom was very similar to the 
kind of “goverments” we saw 
in Africa after de-colonization. 
We have important signs to 
support this argument: martial 
law was quickly introduced by 
the king himself, people were 
persecuted because of their po¬ 
litical thought, a leader of the 
Croatian opposition was killed 
in the Parliament in Belgrade, 
the Yugoslav king (a Serb) was 
shot by the Croatian Ustasha 
movement (an underground ul¬ 
tra-nationalist group) in Mar¬ 
seilles, the government sided 
with Hitler before the war, 
there^ was a successful coup 




d’etat (supported by MI-6, Brit¬ 
ish Intelligence) against this 
government, the king and his 
aides abandoned their people 
and hid in London before Hitler 
attacked Yugoslavia (certainly 
they took the treasury with 
them). In 1945 a new Yugosla¬ 
via was formed by Tito’s parti¬ 
sans. He learned from the 
mistakes of the first Yugoslav 
state. The second Yugoslavia 
lasted longer and has disinte¬ 
grated in more subtle ways. 

Tito’s Yugoslavia was a bol¬ 
shevik kingdom.This was a 
clever answer to the ethnic 
strife. As a General Secretary of 
the Communist Party, Tito had 
all the power of a King of Yugo¬ 


The war-spawned Commu¬ 
nist Party didn't hesitate to use 
guns and tanks to force people 
to comply with this “great” 
idea. This is the reason I felt 
fear and angst when Ante 
Markovic, the current president 
of the Yugoslavian Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, stated that "they (the 
Federal Government) v\nll de¬ 
fend the constitution by all legal 
means,” and then sent troops 
into Slovenia to crush the inde¬ 
pendence struggle. US Secre¬ 
tary of State James Baker 
actually okayed this. After all, 
why for god’s sake would he 
oppose a country’s Prime Minis¬ 
ter when he so clearly wants to 
"protect his constitution?” 


After that the world survived 
a juicy bloodbath in Slovenia, 
where the Yugoslav Army even 
used air-to-surface missiles and 


Croatian nationalists demonstrate in New York 

slavia, but he wasn’t repre¬ 
senting any particular ethnic 
group. He was a Croat by origin, 
but he introduced himself al¬ 
ways as a Yugoslav, as a Marx¬ 
ist, as a Communist, emd as a 
Bolshevik. 

Since the Bolsheviks had al¬ 
ready successfully confronted 
ethnic nationalism, which they 
condemned as bourgeois, with 
“proletarian internationalism,” 

Tito had fewer problems en¬ 
forcing his dictatorship. Oppo¬ 
nents were thrown in gulags, 
shot, vanished. Nationalism 
was the highest possible crime, 
much worse than rape, drugs or 
even murder. 

I wonder if anybody asked 
him/herself what would hap¬ 
pen if the Bolshevik ideology 
became one day so unpopular 
that there would be no one will¬ 
ing to enforce it by violence any 
more. I doubt it. But this is ex¬ 
actly what happened. Commu¬ 
nist thought; as an idea to “free 
the working class by use of any 
available means,” in praxis be¬ 
came a monster-thought that 
people survived as an idea “to 
forcibly move the river up the 
hiU.” 


Youth Group, and simply re¬ 
placed the swastikas of a 1940's 
Nazi poster with the emblems 
of communism), infamous for 
their “retrogarde” art, to make 
an homage to the massacre in 
Gomja Radgona by the remake 
of Picasso’s Guernica. The use 
of air attack in dealing with in¬ 
ternal rebellion is, however, jus¬ 
tified by the constitution in at 
least two countries: Yugoslavia 
and Iraq. Actually the US used 
combat aircraft once to stop 
coal-miner’s rebellion in West 
Virginia (in the early 20th cen¬ 
tury). Constitutions can be very 
flexible. Maybe we do not al¬ 
ways have to protect them. 

There are also always and 
everywhere people like Vyshin¬ 
sky (Stalin’s chief prosecutor) 
or like Adolf Eichman who “are 
just doing their job,” and who 
“just executed somebody’s or¬ 
ders.” But such people do not 
really have em ideology — they 
are more or less built of liquid 
metal like the TIOOO Termina¬ 
tor (Schwarzenegger beware), 
so they will serve any ideology 
that will provide them with the 
secured corner where they will 
be allowed to “do their job. ” In 
Yugoslavia there are no more 
people who will fight for Yugo¬ 
slavia. With Tito’s death died 
the ideology of bolshevism. 
With the death of ideology died 
the only unifying element of Yu¬ 
goslavia. 

So, in the early 1980s the 
need for a new identifiable 
common factor in the ethical 
vacuum that arose after the to¬ 
tal defeat of “communism” 
forced the most dissident intel¬ 
ligentsia to start speaking out 
politically. The rednecks, a tra¬ 
ditional majority in all Yugoslav 
ethnic groups, having no pa¬ 
tience to wait for that intelli¬ 
gentsia to find a new set of 


Yugoslavian anarchist group, Autonomija, in Zagreb 


combat edrcraft against Slovene 
civilians. I hope it will inspire 
the young Slovenian painters 
from Irvshn (who in 1986 won a 
commission to produce a poster 
for the Yugoslavian Communist 


values on the vast ruins of Bol¬ 
shevism, established their own 
ideology based on the most 
simple and “undoubtable” 
prepositions: ethnic. The Yugo¬ 
slav intelligentsia failed in their 


attempt to establish a Yugoslav 
democratic opposition. This at¬ 
tempt was made too late (1988), 
and was opposed by the power¬ 
ful Serbian bureaucracy. The 
Society for Yugoslav Demo¬ 
cratic Initiative was banned in 
Belgrade. The Terminator peo¬ 
ple felt by their unfailing in¬ 
stinct that the establishment of 
a democratic government in Yu¬ 
goslavia would mean their final, 
and not honorable, discharge. 
Terminators, acting as bolshe¬ 
viks, made a lot of loud state¬ 
ments against “nationalism,” 
but they were really very com¬ 
fortable allowing their “ene¬ 
mies” to take over in Slovenia 
and Croatia. Since they own the 
media, they have spearheaded 
the ethnic hatred for the past 
five years. As they own the 
Communist Party, and the 
Communist Party “allowed” 
the first free elections, they 
gave the license to free speech: 
the more of an extremist some¬ 
one was, the faster he got the 
permit. They created this chaos 
that is now storming Yugosla¬ 
via. They had the need for that. 
They have nothing to offer the 
people except guns, tanks, po¬ 
lice truncheons and lot of hate 
and violence. They don’t know 
anything else. What they are 
proficient in is exactly the oppo¬ 
site of what is needed to main¬ 
tain a stable and healthy 
society. 

So the Terminator-people do 
not want the creation of a sta¬ 
ble and healthy society, why 
should they? They could make 
a coup d’etat. Coup d’etat is 
usually more common and more 
successful than free elections, 
and it also corresponds well 
with the Terminator-people’s 
structure of mind. The only rea¬ 
son they allowed free elections 
is to delay a coup d’etat until 
they become stronger and more 
able. They had first to develop 
ethnic hatred and then release 
all ethnic groups from the Yugo¬ 
slav Army with exception of 
Serbs — which they are actu¬ 
ally doing now. Now that Serbs 
are the biggest ethnic group 
they hope they will stiU have a 
military strong enough to main¬ 
tain their power in Yugoslavia. 

I remember how police offi¬ 
cers during informational dis¬ 
cussions wanted me to become 
a nationcdist (informational dis¬ 
cussion is when they arrest you 
without a warrant; there is ab¬ 
solutely no public record of 
such an arrest; it can last any¬ 
time between one hour and few 
days; the longest I was held 
was 12 hours). Obviously, there 
was a plot behind it. It didn't 
work with me. But it worked 
with millions of others. A ma¬ 
jority of the juicier youth in Yu¬ 
goslavia adopted nationalism 
as the way to turn their nihil- 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Anarchist Black Cress 


Ellen Peel Seeks 
Support 

Ellen Peel is in her 16th year 
of a seven year to life sentence 
in California for conspiracy to 
kill her husband. 

She is also the survivor, along 
with her children, of years of 
physical, sexual, and emotional 
abuse inflicted by her husband. 
After attempting to the leave 
her abusive "home” with her 
children several times, and be¬ 
ing found by her husband, Ellen 
took the only way out she could 
see at the time. In 1977 when 
she went to trial “Battered 
Woman Syndrome" was not 
seen as a defense, or recog¬ 
nized. 

During the years Ellen lived 
with her abusive spouse she 
was beaten, stabbed, raped, 
terrorized mentally and thrown 
from a moving car. Her two 
sons and daughter also lived as 
captives, being physically, 
sexually, and emotionally 
abused from the time of their 
births. Ellen attempted to pro¬ 
tect her children by leaving, but 
could not. When her 12 year old 
daughter became pregnant af¬ 
ter being raped by her "father, ” 
Ellen acted to end the abuse. 

In the past year several 
states have moved to free 
women imprisoned for killing 
abusive partners. Ellen has 
clearly suffered more than 
enough, first abuse from her 
husband, and now the state of 
California. She is asking people 
to write to Gov. Wilson of Cali¬ 
fornia, at the State House in 
Sacramento, CA 95814. 

Ask that her case be carefully 
reviewed, mention the rulings 
on behalf of incarcerated bat¬ 
tered women this past year. 
Because the cultural tide is 
starting to turn slightly towards 
recognizing battered women’s 
right to self defense this is a 
good time to write to the gover¬ 
nor. A little pressure may well 
get this case reviewed. And 
PLEASE write and send your 
support to Ellen. If you have 
written to the governor let her 
know. Her address is : 

Ellen Peel 

W - 12799 Emmons B 547L 
Frontera, CA 91720. 

Harassed 

Outside, 

Harassed 

Inside 

ABC page received this letter 
from Jamie Jones 4/14/91 

To whom it may concern, 

I am 25 years old. I have been 
incarcerated since September 
1988, I was convicted for bur¬ 
glary. 


After serving six and a half 
months in the Butler County 
Jail, I arrived here at O.R.W. 
(Ohio Reformatory for Women) 
to serve an indefinite sentence 
of 5-15. On April 4, 1989 I ar¬ 
rived in admissions. I was re¬ 
leased into population on May 
5th, 1989. I started working a 
job assignment at C.F.S. (Cen¬ 
tral Food Service) during the 
end of May, under the supervi¬ 
sion of one KeUey Buchanan. 
On July 9, 1989,1 was sexually 
victimized by said supervisor. I 
immediately notified the Cap¬ 
tains Office of the incident — 
they asked me if I would be will¬ 
ing to help “set up” the officer, 
I agreed. The Captains Office 
formulated a plan, and ar¬ 
ranged for two-way radios on 
closed circuits. When the time 
came for the plan to unfold, 
when Kelley Buchanan took me 
to an unauthorized store room 
area to quote “get me" end 
quote, one Captain Seeling was 
already in the designated area 
that I had informed the Cap¬ 
tains this officer would take me 
to. It is my contention, that for 
whatever particular reason, the 
Captains Office, or a particular 
Captain or Captains, purpose¬ 
fully foiled the "set-up", and in 
the process let the officer know 
that they were aware that 
something was up. 

Prior to what Kelley Bucha¬ 
nan did to me, this very same 
officer had already once before 
been accused of sexually as¬ 
sault by another inmate, in 
March of 1989. This accusation 
was ignored. At the time of the 
incident with myself, when I 
was in the Captain’s Office tell¬ 
ing them of what had hap¬ 
pened, Captains Seeling and 
Graham literally laughed in my 
face. They told me that Kelley 
Buchanan had been reported 
for the same thing before, that 
this was NOT the first time for 
this kind of accusation regard¬ 
ing him. That "unless he was 
caught in the act, they could do 
nothing, and I would probably 
not be the last to report him for 
this type of behavior." I agreed 
to help in catching him “in the 
act," so the question comes to 
mind, why then did the cap¬ 
tains not follow their own plan 
in the set up, to catch him in the 
act? 

The next day, July 10th, 1989, 
after speaking with the deputy 
of program, Melanie Turner, 
and Major Beightner, I was 
locked up in disciplinary deten¬ 
tion for 5 days. In the mean 
time nothing was done, and 
upon my release officer Bucha¬ 
nan was still employed at 
O.R.W. 

On Sept.23, 1989 Kelley 
Buchanan was finally caught in 
the act of sexual misconduct 
with a third prisoner. He was 
caught by a fellow employee, 
only then was he fired. 


On October 10, 1989, the first 
assaulted prisoner and myself 
testified before a Grand Jury in 
Union County Court, Marys¬ 
ville, Ohio. Officer Buchanan 
was indicted on two charges of 
sexual battery on Oct. 16,1989. 

Silvia 

Baraldini 

Silvia Baraldini is an Italian 
political activist, serving a 43 
year sentence as a political pris¬ 
oner in the Federal facility at 
Marianna. 

In 1988 she was diagnosed 
with having uterine cancer, she 
under-went surgery and radia¬ 
tion treatment. She was told 
that the tumor had a high risk of 
recurrence and that regular fol¬ 
low up exams and tests were 
critical. Of the 9 exams she was 
to receive she has had only four, 
and even then only after month 
long delays. Following her last 
test she was told that the re¬ 
sults were abnormal. No fur¬ 
ther testing has been done to 
determine the cause of the ab¬ 
normal test, nor have her medi¬ 
cal records been released to her 
outside doctors. Further test¬ 
ing and treatment is crucial. 

Silvia is an Italian citizen, and 
the Italian government has 
asked the US to return her to 
Italy. The US government has 
so far refused citing Silvia’s po¬ 
litical beliefs and associations. 

An Emergency Medical Cam¬ 
paign for Silvia has been begun 
and demands: “Since Mid-April, 
political prisoner, Silvia Barald¬ 
ini, has needed urgent evalu¬ 
ation for a possible cancer 
recurrence. I urge that all diag¬ 
nostic tests and necessary 
treatments be administered 
without further delay.” The 
message in quotes can be sent 
via Fax Gram to the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons in Wash¬ 
ington, DC. The cost is $ 5.00 
per Fax, they will bill you for the 
cost. To send the Fax Gram call 
1-800-888-5284, and ask for 
message #518. Or send your 
own fax or letter demanding 
that Silvia receive treatment 
and that she be allowed to re¬ 
turn to Italy. Send letters to: 
Attorney General Richard Thornburgh 
US Department of Justice 

10th Street and Constitution Ave. 
Washington, DC 20530 

Michael Quinlan 
Director, Bureau of Prisons 
320 First St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20534 

ALF News 

The Animal Liberation Front 
Support Group in Edmonton, AB 
in Canada is putting out a 
newsletter "detailing ALF ac¬ 
tions and information from 
across Canada and the world. ” 
The newsletter also carries info, 
on activists who have been ar¬ 


rested, or jailed and need sup¬ 
port. 

Box 42, 10024-82 Ave. 

Edmonton, AB, 

Canada T6E 1Z3 

OUT OF TIME 

OUT OF TIME is the news¬ 
letter of Out of Control - Lesbian 
Committee to Support Women 
Political Prisoners. In the May 
issue (#10) they had articles on 
FBI harassment of activist law¬ 
yer Linda Backiel, the horrible 
situation at the Ontario Prison 
for Women, and prisoner up¬ 
dates. It’s great! 

Out of Control 
Box 30 

3543 18th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Infamous "B"ob 

This just in from the ever 
(in)famous “B”ob Me Glynn, 
the author of the now classic 
article that appeared on this 
page two months ago, "Anar¬ 
chist Irresponsibility." Bob has 
done a lot of work on the letter 
campaign for Rainbow Hawk 
and Sergei Troyanski whose 
cases have been twinned. For 
a pamphlet explaining the case 
in much more detail than we 
have room for here you can 
write to Bob, whose address fol¬ 
lows the update on Rainbow’s 
situation. 

Rainbow Hawk 
Parole Date Set 

Anarchist prisoner, Rainbow 
Hawk (aka Paul Knapp) will go 
before a parole board the week 
of Sept. 16th. 

Rainbow was arrested due to 
his appearance on the scene of 
a drug deal set up by his friend 
"Woodstock” (aka Lenny 
Fridella), the victim of an 8 
month long entrapment cam¬ 
paign. All parties involved 
were arrested, although every 
one who was busted agreed 
that Rainbow was never in pos¬ 
session of the drugs. Wood- 
stock, who admitted his "guilt" 
signed affidavits that his friend 
was never involved. Rainbow 
was told he would be freed if he 
would agree to spy on the Rain¬ 
bow Family, a large counter cul¬ 
ture group in which he was 
involved. Of course he refused, 
and received the max, 8&1/2 
years to life. Since the trial, 
Mark Kahle, the actual owner of 
the LSD, has been released. 

Rainbow has been told re¬ 
peatedly by prison personnel 
that the sole reason for his im¬ 
prisonment is his Rainbow fam¬ 
ily connections, anti-war 
politics, etc. 

Rainbow’s case has been 
twinned with that of Free Initia¬ 
tive member Sergei Troyanski, 
a political prisoner in the USSR 
with a similar case. An interna¬ 
tional campaign is underway 


for Rainbow and Sergei with let¬ 
ters coming in from the USSR, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, Ger¬ 
many, Canada, Denmark, Italy, 
and the USA. Picket in support 
of parole for Rainbow is planned 
for the US embassy in Moscow. 

A.B.C. page readers re¬ 
sponded to a letter writing cam¬ 
paign on behalf of John Perotti. 
John’s prison conditions im¬ 
proved from those letters. Sim¬ 
ple letters could help Rainbow 
too. 

Please send letters support¬ 
ing his parole ( and requests for 
the pamphlet & $1.00 ) to: 

Rainbow Hawk / Sergei Troyanski 
Defense Committee 
c/o Bob Me Glynn 
528 5th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Note from 
NY A.B.C. 

Several months ago we out¬ 
lined Rainbow Hawk’s case in 
an article in the January 1991 
Love and Rage. I wrote that ar¬ 
ticle from a long letter sent by 
the Defense Committee. I ed¬ 
ited to save space, but tried 
hard not to change the tone or 
meaning. Unfortunately, I blew 
it. Part of the original article in¬ 
volved Lenny Fridella, also 
known as Woodstock. Wood- 
stock and Rainbow Hawk were 
co-defendants in the LSD case. 
Woodstock felt, after reading 
the article that he was por¬ 
trayed as a “snitch. ” In a letter 
to Bob Me Glynn he wrote; "I 
wanted to express two con¬ 
cerns — the first is that the 
way it was put that it made me 
sound like I was a snitch ... If 
one does not know the case it 
could be misconstrued to seem 
like I was finally manipulated 
into setting up a supplier.” In 
NO WAY did I mean to imply by 
the tone of the article that 
Woodstock set up anyone, or 
was dishonest in any way. He 
was clearly a victim of the court 
along with Rainbow Hawk. I 
am sorry. Jane 



CONTACTS 


To learn more about poiftiool prison¬ 
ers, prisoners of war, and prisons in 
North America, write to any or all of 
the following groups: 

Anoffchist Block Cross 
Toronto 

RO.Box63a6,Sln.A 
Toronto, Ont,M5WlP7 
Conada 


Friends of Userty 
Box 95486 

Seattle, WA 98145-2686 


Ance'diist ^k Cross 
Voncouver 
P.O.Box 2881 
Vancouver, B.C., 
V6B3X4C<madQ 


Amrehist Black Cross 
New York 
P.O.Box 20521, 
Tompkms Sq. Sfn. 
New York, NY 10009 


Anaixlitsttiock Cross 
5an Lorenzo 
P.O.Box 215 
SanLorenzo, CA 94560 

Anorchisf^dc Cross 
tofino Amerkono 
P.O.Box 451208 
Mkmii, FL 33245 

TheANTI-WARrior 
48 Shaftuck Sq., 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

Prisoners* Legal News 
P.O. Boxl684 
lake Worth, FI 33460 


IhroughT^ Walls 
472A&et1$t. 
Kingston, Ont. 
K713W3 Canada 


Buidoz^ 

P.O.Box5052,Stn.A 
Toronto, Ont, 
M5W 1W4 Canada 


Leonord Peltier 
Defense ComiHee 
P.O, Box 583 
Lawrence, KS 66044 


Committee to End The Mmon 
Lockdown 

343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 
ChicogoJL 60604 


Project 1313 
P.O.BQX 1313 
Lawrence,KS66Q44 


Wimmln Prismier 
Suppod NetwoHc 
P.O.Box770,$ln.P 
Toronto, Ont, 
M5$2ZlConacki 
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LAWS AND OUTIAWS 


W E’RE NOT FEMINISTS BUT WE PLAY ONES 
on TV...Welcome to Cleo and Connie’s excit¬ 
ing extravaganza on wimmin’s self-help, or 
matters to that effect. We’ve divided this into a two 
part series because Love and Rage dissed our space. 
Basically, we wanted to write about what we know (as 
painlessly as possible), learn something in the process, 
and get tons of feedback. It sucks how, separately, 
women feel so ignorant and disconnected concerning 
their bodies, yet we’ve found that getting together we 
feel very strong. 

When it comes to the medical industry, most doctors 
find it much more convenient to slide a prescription for 
the pill across the counter than to take time and 
thought to discuss edternatives and so ultimately it’s 
the doctor controlling your body. Not to say that all 
doctors don’t care, but the mediccd industry is moti¬ 
vated by profit and, like all institutions, is founded on 
social inequalities: racism, sexism, homophobia. 
Medicine is something we must tcike into our own 
hands. Because how can you smash the state if you’re 
still walking funny from a visit to the gynecologist’s? 
Enough of this already... 

A SHORT HISTORY OF OUTIAWED HEALERS 

This “witch” thing has become a pretty cliche term, 
and is now generally associated with your basic babe 
who totally loses her shit and spends a lot of time 
contemplating the relationship between menstrual 
cramps and lava, but historically we’re actually talking 
about the process by which a developing ruling class 
attempted to annihilate a mostly matriarchal tradition 
of people’s medicine. At least that's what I’m talking 
about in this groovin article. Anyway, midwifes and 
healers were key targets of a four-century-long (14c.- 
17c.) witch hunting crusade in Europe, escalated by 
the combined functions of church, state, and feudal¬ 
ism. For example, check out these harsh facts: 

• one year in Wertzberg— 900 “witches” mur¬ 
dered 


• around Como,1000 executed in a year 

• in the Bishopric of Trier, 1585, 2 villages are left 
with only one Wcirm woman in each 

Such witch hunts were the highly organized tactics 
of a developing capitalistic society, which utilized law 
as a justification for murder. The non-dependency of a 
self-help based female peasant population posed an 
obvious threat to governing powers. So, in 1484, the 
Malleus Maleficarum (“Hammer of Witches") showed 
up in courtrooms everywhere. Composed by Kramer & 
Sprenger (good buddies of Pope Innocent VIII), MM 
acted as the ultimate authority on whether or not any 
given woman deserved to go to hell. A precedent was 
set deeming “failure to report a witch” cis a punishable 
crime. Whereas “When a woman thinks alone, she 
thinks evil” {Malleus Maleficarum). Healing circles of 
bad-ass babes could expect tortures such as thumb¬ 
screws, the rack, spikes, bone-crushing “boots,’’star¬ 
vation, and beatings. And, fuck this you’ve-come-a- 
long-way-baby shit: women continue to be under seri¬ 
ous threat if they opt to take their health into their own 
hands; denied access to non-institutional healing 
knowledge and subjected to unnecessary operations 
and harmful chemical treatments (but more about that 
later). 

Three basic charges against witches, as stated in the 
MM were sexual crimes against men, organization, and 
possessing magical powers affecting health: harming, 
healing, and obstetrical skills. Childbirth must have 
been a tricky issues for those who considered women 
Satan in disguise, cause babies after all do pop out of 
she-wolf herself. Church officials at least had some¬ 
thing of an amusing solution, theorizing that man de¬ 
posits a “little person,” soul and all, into the female 
homunculus for temporary housing where the tiny one 
remains unsafe until baptized by a priest. Here’s some 
words of wisdom from MM... 

“Now there are, as it is said in the Papal Bull, seven 
methods by which they infect with witchcraft the ve¬ 
nereal act and the conception of the womb: First, by 


inclining the minds of men to inordinate passion; sec¬ 
ond, by obstructing their generative force; third, by 
removing the members accommodated to that act; 
fourth, by changing men into beasts by their magic act; 
fifth, by destroying the generative force in women; 
sixth, by procuring abortion; seventh, by offering chil¬ 
dren to the devils, besides other animals and fruits of 
the earth with witch they work much harm...” 

“Witch healers” were doctors to the poor, offering 
possibilities which posed a direct threat to the power 
of church and state. Their medicine was labelled 
Devil's magic but oddly enough, many of the remedies 
practiced by that school of people’s medicine are still 
utilized today such as; 

• Ergot derivatives used to hasten labor and aid in 
recovery from childbirth 

• Digitalis to treat heart ailments 

During this feudal period, two basic forms of medi¬ 
cine were combatively co-existing: “witche”’ healing 
circles, and church sanctioned, medieval medical train¬ 
ing schools. The “witches” believed in senses, trial & 
error, cause & effect; the church was anti-empirical. 
Emerging “professionals” consulted priests, and were 
not cillowed to treat a patient who refused confession. 
As medicine became increasingly institutionalized by 
church & state, women — even affluent ones who 
could afford tuition — were easily barred from above 
ground medical practice. 

A significcmt case is that of Jacoba Fehcie who was 
brought to trail in 1322 by the University of Paris, 
charged with illegal medical practice. Felicie was es¬ 
pecially spooky to the “professionals ” because not only 
did she work independently but her clientele were 
affluent, which made her actual competition. Doctors 
were turning medicine into a business and were for the 
most part successful except in the area of obstetrics, 
which remained out of reach and in the hands of mid¬ 
wifes for about another three centuries. This medical 
monopolization was a direct product of the slaughter 
of women healers in the form of witch trails, jured and 


Anar€hist Falls Down After 16 Hour 
Meeting at Confereme! 

BY Paul Toupfi 


Well, we had an anarchist or¬ 
ganizing conference... 

Everyone showed up in differ¬ 
ent cities on different days...Ha 
Ha! 

G overnments don’t 

Fall By Themselves”, 
the 1991 Love and Rage 
Anarchist Organizing Confer¬ 
ence, took place in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota over three days at 
the end of June. Over one hun¬ 
dred and twenty five people at¬ 
tended. Kalamity Kate from 
Minneapolis fed us all in grand 
style. 

The Love and Rage project 
was formed over a year ago at a 
conference quite like the one 
we just had - but this last one 
was different and represents 
some significant progress. The 
Love and Rage project has been 
about more than putting out a 
monthly anarchist newspaper 
(a formidable task!). It has also 
been about forming structures 
and organizations that encour¬ 
age direct democratic participa¬ 
tion. It has been aibout making 
collective process work on a 
large scale. 

There have been numerous 
problems with the structure in 
the first year and a half. Many 
people have felt left out of the 
project. We lost some support¬ 
ers who felt no connection to 
this thing they got in their mail¬ 
box each month. On the other 
end, the Production Group 
often had trouble getting 
enough articles, translations, 
and graphics to fill the paper. 
The material in the paper has 
not always reflected the make¬ 
up of its supporters. And over 
time memy problems with the 
political statement became ap¬ 
parent. 

At the conference we tried to 
address all of this stuff, and did 
so more or less successfully. In 
addition to all of that we had 
eleven issue workshops on a 
wide range of topics, and we 
came away from the conference 
with plans for severad big ac¬ 


tions. And we drank some beer 
and went swimming in the rain 
and generally had a good time 
with anarchists from 22 cities in 
the US and Canada. 

AaiON 

In what was probably the 
least contentious plenary ses¬ 
sion of the weekend we en¬ 
dorsed 17 action proposals. 
Some were proposals for coordi¬ 
nated activity by the Network 
of Love and Rage supporters. 
Some were changes to the pa¬ 
per itself. Most notably, the 
conference overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed the new Anarchist 
Youth Federation page. 

Love and Rage is also calling 
for a Boycott of the 1992 Presi¬ 
dential Election (see the Sep¬ 
tember issue). The decision to 
make this call for a boycott W^s 
difficult, especially taking into 
consideration the relatively re¬ 
cent enfranchisement of 
women and blacks and the so¬ 
cial importance of those hard- 
won victories. The other factor 
that weighed against the boy¬ 
cott was the threat to women’s 
repoductive freedom and the 
feeling among some that elec¬ 
toral politics is an important as¬ 
pect of preserving that 
freedom. After much discus¬ 
sion and several people arguing 
persuasively that political 
power is in mass organization, 
not the polling station, and we 
were able to reach a consensus 
in favor of the proposal. 

RABL introduced a proposal 
for an Anarcha-Feminist Wo- 
myn’s Health Tour. In addition 
to travelling and doing work¬ 
shops on womyn's healthcare, 
the proposal seeks to build sup¬ 
port for Polish feminist orgniza- 
tions. 

The conference adopted a 
proposal for a special focus in 
the paper on anti-racist organ¬ 
izing over the next year. We 
also endorsed proposals: from 
Kingston, Ontario AYF to con¬ 
front Britain’s Prince Charles 
and Lady Di when they visit 


Kingston on October 12 & 13 of 
this year; a demonstration 
against the mining at Ladys¬ 
mith, Wisconsin; and a proposal 
by Autonomous Green Action 
dealing with James Bay. 

Love and Rage will edso pub¬ 
lish pamphlets on various sub¬ 
jects, beginning with a 
reprinting of Chris Day’s “Get¬ 
ting It Together” series on an¬ 
archist organizing. The two 
bodies of the new structure 
(see structure section below) 
will review pamphlets for pub¬ 
lication. 

A committee was formed to 
work on redesigning the paper 
(they’ll want your input so 
write to ’em, c/o the RABL PO 
Box [see List of Supporters]). 
Two other proposals dealt with 
items that will appear in the 
paper; one a disclaimer explain¬ 
ing the editorial policy; the 
other a very important appeal 
to people to submit articles and 
artwork, graphics and photos. 

YOUTH RCXK ANARCHIST 
CONFERENCE 

The new AYF page reflects 
the greater participation of 
youth in the project. Young peo¬ 
ple were a strong force at the 
confrence, and showed some 
good leadership on difficult 
questions, but their participa¬ 
tion was not met with immedi¬ 
ate acceptance. After some 
political disagreements were 
treated dismissively, some 
youth walked out of the meet¬ 
ing — feeling disenfranchised. 
The group process was really 
compromised by the fact that 
those remaining continued the 
meeting for nearly an hour, and 
didn’t deal with this obviously 
fucked up dynamic. The youth 
came back and confironted their 
oppressors in a united fasion. 
The whole confrence was really 
galvanized by the struggle of 
young people to be heard and 
respected. 

The problems weren’t limited 
to group dynamics: there was 
no time scheduled for a Youth 


caucus, and AYF’s late 
(through a comedy of errors and 
no fault of their’s) request to 
schedule a networking meeting 
couldn’t be accomodated. De¬ 
spite this, much important net¬ 
working among youth 
happened and the AYF found 
time after a day of grueling 
meetings to get together. 

POUTICAL STATEMENT 
IMPROVED!!??? 

The conference spent two 
lengthy sessions revising the 
paper’s Political Statement, 
amid plenty of controversy. In 
the opening plenary objections 
were raised to spending any 
time at edl on revising the indi¬ 
vidual sections of the State¬ 
ment. It was argued that the 
Statement was totally inade¬ 
quate and should be re-written 
as a single statement of a more 
general nature. Others de¬ 
fended the importance of hav¬ 
ing a political statement that 
was specific and which makes 
our common politics clear - 
pointing out that while, as an¬ 
archists, we are all assumably 
opposed to all forms of oppres¬ 
sion, there is much disagree¬ 
ment in the movement over 
different forms of oppression 
and domination. 

While we were unable to rec¬ 
oncile aU of these differences, a 
compromise was reached that 
will hopefully result in a more 
satisfactory statement. Over 
the next year discussion of the- 
Political Statement will be a fea¬ 
ture of the paper and the 
discussion bulletin (which is 
avcdlable to anyone - see ad in 
this paper). Next year’s confer¬ 
ence will address the task of 
writing a new one and hope¬ 
fully lots of forethought and dis- 
cussion will inform that 
process. In the mean-time 
we've a newly revised version 
of the original statement. 

While this new version is a 
great improvement, it suffers 
from some of the same prob¬ 
lems. There is still a “list” of 


issues — which some people 
find inadequate and inappropri¬ 
ate. The tone is stHl largely 
negative — the new version is 
more constructive, but still fo¬ 
cuses more on what we oppose 
thanwhat we wanttosee. Fur¬ 
ther, some people questioned 
the validity of printing princi¬ 
ples at edl — shouldn’t our pa¬ 
per reflect our principles in its 
contents more than in a political 
statement? 

ANARCHIST ORGANIZATION 

Another significant change 
was the decision to meike the 
loose network of supporters of 
the project a little more formal 
as a Network. Thus the Love 
and Rage Network is bom. Part 
of the point of doing this was to 
recognize that Love and Rage is 
more than just a newspaper 
and more like a network of peo¬ 
ple with political affinity who 
produce a paper as one among 
many projects. We hope that 
this — and the changes in the 
structure of how the network 
does things — wdl enable this 
Network of people to work to¬ 
gether more efficiently and do 
more. 

Since our founding confer¬ 
ence 16 months ago the Edito¬ 
rial Council — a group elected 
by the first conference to make 
decisions that needed fast ac¬ 
tion between conferences — 
met four times and did the tre¬ 
mendous job of keeping the 
project afloat. The EC made 
some important decisions, in¬ 
cluding the decison to call for a 
Black Bloc at the Januciry 26 
march on Washington (a 
sucess). The EC also had 
plenty of problems. Originally 
composed of 12 members, the 
body added 8 more to itself to 
increase the representation of 
different areas. At the end of 
the year, several of these long¬ 
time members of the project 
dropped out from it entirely. 

(Continued to page 12) 
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judged by the church, state, and “doctors." Malleus 
stated, "if a woman dare to cure without having studied 
she is -a^ wit^h and-nmsr m 

wereift ^owed to study so DUH! Moving right along, 
the 17^ &..18th centuries in Europe were accompanied 
by the formation of the middle class and that just 
changed everything. Suddenly obstetrics was viewed 
as a luCfi^ve (ha, ha) field. As a result, midwifery went 
under heavy fire again, this time v\hth the added issue 
of muc^ moolah. Non-professional male practitioners 
—" barbel surgeons"— sej^p shoprintroduc^^^ 
obstet|^^f fGjcep#"ffid claiming to be all super-ad- 
vancect ^he middle class ate this up, prpb^ly^ §eeing| 
it as novel, a mark^of > digrut^^/^dvvhfes^aTgaiiiz^, ? 
issuing w|Lrniri^i|:hai; tii4 doitbrl; IUcln'^t=<lhlov\^ hclw to" 
use thd forceps (I can’t ima^ne w|iy) -©uMho^^U-qff^ 
apparently lit^ferred £|atus"lo?W^ words pfa 
ited wi^h; oth^er women cduldli’t dfford them anyway. 

Midvjtefy ii the US bl^]|^vntue^l Dqtfe^ved 
since tl^eatly 20 th cei^u%j ai|d|ifelwn^ ipon^u^h 
more heathen in other “Ist world" countries. In terms 
of the “^qdical"profession,” the US has the lovvest. 
percentage of "^female "^ddbtOfS'lh'"the 
world, "fes is kind of how that happened...Around the 
early 1^0’s colonized "Americans" worried about re- 
semblir^ Europe in ciny way (when they wqien’t busy 
killing i^ive peoples and stealing their ^d)f With 
only a ll^d^if of schools, healing practices was basi¬ 
cally a fi® for all. In the areaeome white (Jad^ecided 
to call New Jersey, practice womab^doihmi^ 
Many places had wife/husban<f"t<fems wherknlneii 
performed surgery, women handlkl midwifery & gyne¬ 
cology, and the rest was shared. But then groups of 
“formaUy trained^ doctors sought to distinguish them¬ 
selves from lay practitioners. The distinctions were 
obvious: male, upperclass, expensive doctors were 
fashion accessorises for the rich and prescribed dra¬ 
matic medications such; as bleeding, huge doses of 
laxativee^ and Opium, hay practitioners prescribed mild 
herbal medications and were generally hcoessible. De¬ 
siring to be the only legal practitioner> **^regular docr 
tors” ut|^ed their connections with legislators to 
achieve ihat goal. By 1830 thirteen states had out¬ 
lawed herbal-based people's medikne. 

ri«£ POPULAR HEALTH MOVEMENT 

During the 1630’s ^ 40’s women's issues and lower 
class issues found common ground in a distrust in the. 
medical profession. An elite medick field left the poor 
without medical cations* That it was a male elite left 
women with fucked options:^ Women organized self- 
help clas$^<, the,content of wMch was"know-your- 
body type of stuH. Their principles were based upon 
preventive care, frequent bathing (not recomrdended 
by "doctors”), loose-fitting women’s clothing, temper¬ 
ance, eating whole grain based chets^ and biri:h conl^O 
It’s funny in a crazy kind of Way that there is httle talk 
of this movement vybich apparently combined sex and 
class issuesi'while HO^If^ypes go ohuntil you wahha 
kill them about class/race spectre inovement such as 
them suffragettes. Not too surprising really... 

The Popular Health Movement seems to have been 
an umbrella group composed of numerous factions. 
One slogan was “every man his own doctor”, other 
factions stat^ the medical profession as “parasitic, 
non-produo&g classes’", others rBited “king-craft, 
priest-craft, lawyer-efaft, doctor-craft’’ as the four 
great evils;^'some had connections with the working- 
man’s party The i^bpular Health Movement was in¬ 
credibly successful in"creating a powerful space' for 
alternative^' albeit systematized,, medicine. By the 
1840’s, mostl&edical licensing laws had been repealed^ 
and three new schopls of medicine—Edectimm, Gra- 
hamism, and Homeopathy—had' beep established. 
The movement* however, seems to have strived to get 


the law on their side and so of course ran into problems. 

.. Jx in^, 

competitive sects, leaving them vulnerable to attack 
The American Medical Association, established in 
1848, represents a SQQia%?;Ci doctors k^onsored^by the" 
ruling class. Durii^. the .height .erf whkt’s been called 
“ medical anarchy ^ the AMA practicaHydisintegrated, 
yet with the state .on got a second 

wind.They attadked the alternative schools for their 
learning,'” and'licceptanch olwomen. Most 
mainstreatn^ schcbls andjlidspit^ banned women; 


with the occaSionkl^deption of one or twokdstocrats. 


ose wornen%ho did make k Into the AMA, 
v^bkl'^^l^bo^s ckit^si%statementa such>as^^he 
Twomen] lias 4 heaci'alrlfee^t' too small^for intellect ;j^t 
just big enoughIbpSvb" (AMA^'1848)tident^edthefe 
Selves withrthe elite thk'^t them what they wanted 
and jom^ the 4 di-hkp and 

wifery. | ■•x... 

Johns^Hop^ns, the first American-Serfe^n style 
schcpl, was established in 1893. This event 


medi(„ 

..signifies th^birth of “modern medicine”: lab work, 
basic scienck climeal framing & research, ties vrith 
Europe, full-time faculty^: 4 yeafS; 6 f^c^^ 

4 years medical schoo^^ etc. Meanwhile ok and coal 
industries wk© estabj^shipg thq Ug'-as ah mdus^ 
leader. Corporate America was forming,rlead by the, 
Rockefeller and Carnegie fqundadpns--430t4 of Which 
proclaimed a dedication to medical : tefonn.” Abra¬ 
ham Flexnef, re|)yesentihg thkCknegib f’ound^tion^ 
Was sem on a iiationaht^ schools. The 

idea was to determine who should, and who shouldn’t 
receive grants^in other words, which schools deserved 
to exist..Flexner’s report, published in 1910, resulted in 
tons-o-doughfiGoding into universities and commercial 
medical schools. Soon ah;er, six of the country’s eight 
black medical schools closed, as did many alternative 

and womens • 

Up until 1910, 50% of all babies in the states were 
being delivered by midv\rifes, most of whom were black' 
women 8 c unmigxahte. Yet this was bad business for 
the new, flourishing AMAebketrical "specialists." So 
a campaign was launched against midvnves, slander¬ 
ing them as unscientific, , stupid, and unclean. Armed " 
with big bucks, the AMA definitely were able to make 
conditions very difficult for the alternative .scene. And, 
although a 1912 study by Johns-Hopkins found that 
most American doctors were indeed less competent 
than midwives, states began outlawing mid wives, 
pushing the movement underground but unable to 
destroy it. 

Alright, alright, why would a woman choose a mid¬ 
wife today? More than 500,IK)0 uneccesary cesarean 
sections are performed m. the US every year* as well as 
more than 150,000 unnecessary hysterectomies. In 
general, hospitals suck and from my personal experi¬ 
ences in a gynecology ward, I would muchrather have 
on the< back of a mty bus thait.in a hospital. 
"Stany wonSgn Would cSob^4'midwife bfeuse hospi-r 
tals present a real dangen of forced sterilization^—^r 
example on.pr near nmiv 0 iamericanx;reservations.^ 5 M 
friend had'>her baby with; a rhidwife and we talked 
about it while makingitofu"!^^ 


PARAPHRASING ANARtHA VWRDS OF WISDOM 

My friend referred me to the maternal centensy^hich 
is a group of midwifes who are trying really hard to^ 
bring back midwifery as an a.<£ual option, so they’re 
accessiblo to women on medicaid. Tte legal restric¬ 
tions on midwifery vary from state-tot^te, but I know, 
it"s really diriicult or impossible for a homebirth raid-' 
wife to accept medicaid. Those midwifes who hava.the 
freedom to act independently take an ihtense non-in¬ 
terventionist stance* basicaliy acting 4 s a guide, mak¬ 
ing sure nothing gbes wrong. "Legalized^bifth centers 


^ lot of city charms^ and .bureauc- 
r. .jacy in order td overc£&4 kononri<^» really 

have Jb Ixhkt themselves to women with low risk health 
problems. T^ey have units m Manhattan, South Bronx, 
and New Jersey; they take on women up to about the 
seventh month of pregriancy. I was twonmnths preg¬ 
nant when I went'to them, ea^XteWt with 

the process* ^ust I attended a group orientation where 
they evaluated medical histories- This is to make sure 
: that there is no need for ho^itkcspcc^ vyirichis in fact 
the casp fot the majority,of women* Midvyifes^ handle 
- problemak^ births—bri^ch* twins—much ^Detter; 
tiiere are f4wpr deatha.m^dv^ebhths than^spital. 
I don’t thi^ hpspit^ make any sense for iaajority 

of wometfekcepf'te cask^^Where yduieally .hfed cer¬ 
tain technology. " V’ 

I cho^e^e birtb emtei becattise it was as '&ose as 
i couM'cdme^otl^ne^alway. Itbyour bMhand you 
have the '^k?^ as\i>pp0$iea^tO'h0spiik^ stations 
where hnalsay. 

At^e'^t^ntklthe midwife who actuary h^^li^d you 
^^.thfough thekiitWdependM on whose shift coincided 
with your khbr. One midwife was an apprentfce, and 
she asked'^'She^could be on call for mine. There were 
some women there X would not have but it 

just m happens I was lucky and they were ah cool. 

. /^oti meet with a midwife initially once a month, the 
Trqquency'mcreasing as ^ your pregnancy progresses. 
You.i^e f^ourown weight* your own urine samples... 
.you ar^ holds the records and then you 

give them to the midwife, It"s not hke the institutional 
approach of a private matter, where you’re kept in the 
dark. Who you are* your lifestyle, is really respected; 
not the "cattle call” of a medicaid clintic* but not 
the expensive, upper east side clinic you could hever 
afford the benefits of. They go over your diet with you, 
and there were women on staff who were vegetarians 
and vegans who were cobi. 

Since they really respect the natural process, the 
xmdwifes allow you to labor as long as yourlbody 
requires. In a hospital, they Ye pretty quick to do a 
c-sectlon depending on how busy the hospital is, if they 
need be<^,.. everything depends on the doctor, but 
hospitals just don’t wait too long. My enrire labor was 
about 15-16 hours, the real intense part was the last 
6 hours* and there was about 20 minutes of pushing. I 
spent about the last three hours of labor at the center. 
They encourage you to stay home as long as you 
can—assuming your home is a place you feel comfort¬ 
able, but that place was so nice! You can do whatever 
you want to make things right for you- They had air- 
conditioning, a T.V. room, showers—f spent a lot of 
time in the showers. Hot .watersodthirig your body 
definitely helped with the labor pains which* once 
again, is something you couldn’t get in a hospital. 
Midwifes donY drug you up, sp-you could eat for 
strength, if you wanted. You could be surrounded by 
people,who mk^e you feel safe. 

bdnfwith the cord wmp^idarothtd 
but they took cjre of that real, quick They’re deflmtely 
equipped for emergency s'^iiations; they have oxygen, 
incubator's, life support systems ^ but you don’t need 
any of that, except in exceplidnal cases./And although 
rdidriY|really haveto dealyrith thafees (because of >th^ 
mecMcaid), midwifery pn J;he\ whole is pretty much 
phehper .than hospita^s^^ whicb is the irony — all riiat 
and it’s cheaperi>. . 

Yhe whole Tdea nf midwifery definitely puts power 
back in the bands of women giving birth; takes away' 
the doctors' authorityf anyone’s authority which isn’t 
hefeown. ^ ' 

Next month.,, underground abortion movements 
yesteryear and todaymore interviews with our 
Mends* more surprises'.Wofe sexiness. ' 


Anti-Racism 

(Continued from page 4) 

local anarchist-oriented show 
on community access television 
if you live in a city that offers 
this (Tom Metzger has been ef¬ 
fectively using this cis a tool to 
draw together disparate racist 
elements for ten years with his 
racist show “Race and Rea¬ 
son”). Or ask to get on an al¬ 
ready estabhshed public access 
community-oriented talk show 
(you couldn’t believe how many 
people have those damn satel- 
Ute dishes!) Write letters to the 
editor of your local paper or al¬ 
ternative rag. Make relevant 
art and put it up all over town. 
Hold forums on anarchism and 
anti-racism. Go door to door 
with some sort of anti-racist in¬ 
formation packet. Organize a 
local group to combat racism 
and other forms of domination 
and hierarchy. Groups tend to 
draw much more attention than 
individuals, and are (sadly 
enough) given much more cre¬ 
dence and authority in society 
than isolated individual anti¬ 
authoritarians! Plus a zillion 
more creative things that I can’t 
see but you could. 


We need to use everything 
possible at our disposal to com¬ 
bat racism and its roots in 
authoritarianism. Using crea¬ 
tivity to upset the current re¬ 
pressive atmosphere is the best 
way to fight fascistic tenden¬ 
cies, as conservatism and fas¬ 
cism cannot exist in a society 
free of rigidity, or even one 
where creativity and playful¬ 
ness are valued and utilized. It 
presents those in power with a 
dilemma which they cannot 
cope with. It isn’t in their mind¬ 
set, as they themselves are 
rigid, so the only way for them 
to combat it is with repression 
and violence. And creativity 
cannot ever be defeated if al¬ 
lowed to foster within our¬ 
selves and society as a whole. 
This, to me, is our most power¬ 
ful weapon, and we must utilize 
our creativity to its most bril¬ 
liant capabilities! 

So far, there hasn’t been that 
much of a purely revolutionary 
anarchist analysis of racism and 
fascism within Love and Rage, 
or, for that matter, any other @ 
publications that I’ve encoun¬ 
tered. This means that we 
need to formulate that revolu¬ 
tionary anti-racist analysis. 
That takes dialogue and much 
discussion to forge out one that 
anarchists continentally can 


generally agree on. For exam¬ 
ple, should we offer support to 
statist Black groups such as the 
Nation of Islam or the Republic 
of New Afrika? And if so, then 
should it be total support or 
critical support? And is anar¬ 
chism mostly a white move¬ 
ment? And if so, why, and 
what is keeping it from becom¬ 
ing a diverse mass movement? 
The only way these questions 
can be fully addressed is 
through dialogue and discus¬ 
sion, and Love and Rage seems 
like a unique format for these 
discussions. I know I don’t 
have, and don't pretend to 
have, an all encompassing anti- 
racist analysis, but this is a start 
to looking at some ways of ef¬ 
fectively combatting racism in 
our communities, and I hope it 
spsuks more people to write in 
with some of their own evalu¬ 
ations of ancuchism and anti-ra¬ 
cism. 


love and Rage 



Subscribe to Love anc/ Rageand hove every issue of Hiis revciulionary anarchic 
newsnfxmlhlydeWredtoyourdoorbya uniibrmed agent of the State. Indicate 
preference and send your check or money order to: 

lofyecmdRa^ 

80 X 3/l^iKe Sf. Siottofi 
NewYork. NY 10012 USA 
for a third doss subscription {dow moil). 

13 for a first doss subscription {fast> in 
FWA?Prisoner? 0>eckhere fora free subscription, 

I >vould like to support Love emd Rage wi#r o monthly pledge oh 
_^$10_$20_^$50_^$100 __^Other, 


Name 

... 

Cttv 


& 

CmrilrY 


AUGUST 1991 • LOVE AND RAGE • PAGE 9 





















r 






\ ■■ 

r. 


i. - 


t- 




Notes of Revolt 

o 



the 1990 Census there 


Martin Foran 

Martin foran, an anarchist pris¬ 
oner wrongly jailed in Britain, escaped 
last month. Meirtin suffered years of 
abuse and medical neglect in prison. He 
escaped while finally being transferred 
to a hospital. Information is scarce. 
Next month we will have a statement 
from him. Send funds to: BM Hurricane, 
London WCIN, 3XX ENGLAND. We 
hope Martin stays free!! 

Class War 

International 

Conference 

Class war, Britain’s most unruly 
movement, will be hosting a 5-day-long 
conference entitled “Our Time Has 
Come” from Monday, September 23 to 
Friday, September 27 in East London. 
The provisional agenda includes discus¬ 
sions of anti-capitalism, the working 
class, anti-fascism, lifestylism, revolu¬ 
tion, and internationalism, among oth¬ 
ers. They’re looking for workshop 
proposals and for people from mound 
the world to come and participate. It 
looks great. For more information: 

Class War 
P.O.Box 467 
London E83QX 
ENGLAND 

Canada 
Makes Flight 
Harder 

Refugees fleeing to Canada from 

their own countries may find it much 


duces the Safe Third Country concept: if 
a refugee claimant is currently stopped 
over in a supposedly “safe” third coun¬ 
try, they cannot apply for refugee status 
in Canada. The US will presumably be 
on this list, thus effectively deterring the 
vast majority of refuges from Central 
and South America. 

One of the alleged reasons for the leg¬ 
islation was to reduce the backlog of 
cases waiting to be heard. Although in 
effect for two years, the legislation has 
done little so far to reduce backlog—you 
can lead bureaucracy to water, but you 
can’t make it think. 

At the same time the United States is 
attempting to pass regulations which 
would allow refugee claimants to be de¬ 
ported without trial and without evi¬ 
dence being publicly presented against 
them. 

This report was mostly reprinted from Community 
Charge. 

Frame Up in 
Italy 

On May lO, the people who publish 
Anarchismo (a theoretical quarterly) and 
Provocazione (a news-oriented monthly 
journal) were astounded to find them¬ 
selves accused of a wide variety of ac¬ 
tions in the local and national media. 
According to the media, an “Anarchismo 
and Provocazione” group was responsi¬ 
ble for numerous kidnappings, car 
bombings, destroying electrical pylons, 
possessing an arms cache which was 
discovered in a basement in Rome, and 
a variety of other activities. In an at¬ 
tempt to clarify what was going on, par¬ 
ticipants in the journals visited a police 
station but, strangely, the cops claimed 
to be completely in the dark about the 
accusations. As yet, no charges have 
been laid. 

In the most recent Provocazione, the 


harder to gain access into the country. 
Tighter restrictions brought in under 
bills C-55 and C-84 may soon come into 
effect. This worries many refugee sup¬ 
port groups, law associations, and the 
Canadian Council of Churches, all of 
whom fight for refugees' rights. 

In 1987 Canada abolished the B-1 list 
of dangerous countries such as Chile 
and El Salvador. The list and accompa¬ 
nying legislation gave immediate refu¬ 
gee status to those fleeing listed 
countries. 

Abolishing these measures is in¬ 
tended to deter refugees from consider¬ 
ing Canada as a prospective home. 

Bill C-84, the Refugee Deterrents and 
Detention Act states that it is an offense 
to organize refugees to come to Canada. 
This includes helping refugees gain en¬ 
try, obtain visas, etc. Bill C-55 intro¬ 


Much Better! (photo courtesy of AGA) 


editor states that Anarchismo and Pro¬ 
vocazione have always criticized “clan¬ 
destine, centralized” groups which 
conform to the image portrayed in the 
media accounts. Instead, they support 
“generalized attacks” carried out by 
“small groups and individuals who have 
no connection between them except a 
very strong common belief that every¬ 
thing'which destroys us should be at¬ 
tacked and destroyed. ” 

Info from: 

Provocazione, 

C.F.61, 

95100 Catania, 

Italy 


are 10.3 million empty 
homes, apartments, 
and condos in the 
United States — 1 out 
of every 10 visited. 
This figure doesn’t 
even include “aban¬ 
doned” buildings not 
visited by the Census 
Bureau. 

In Vermont, 22.3% of 
all homes are vacant. In Maine, 20.7% 
are empty. In New Orleans, 17%, 15% in 
Houston and Atlanta, 10% in Chicago 
and 6% in New York. 

What are you waiting for? 

Squat the 
Land! Part II 

On SUNDAY, MAY 19, about 75 peo- 
pie broke into the boarded up Arion 
Court apartments in Seattle. The build¬ 
ing was claimed for the city’s homeless 
in this action, organized by members 
and supporters of the Seattle Displace¬ 
ment Coalition's Operation Homestead. 

Citing that the building's owner was 
in violation of the city’s Anti-Abandon¬ 


Endeavor 

Project 

The mDEAVOR project is a 

group in Texas working to abolish the 
Death Penalty. The group consists of 
Huntsville Death Row prisoners, their 
families and friends. They publish a bi¬ 
monthly newspaper, Endeavor, Live 
Voices From Death Bow, written and ed¬ 
ited by Death Row prisoners from 
around the country. The group is cur¬ 
rently running a national letter-writing 
and petitioning campaign to put pres¬ 
sure on the governors of Death Penalty 
states. To find out more: 

Robert West c/o: 

Endeavor P.O. Box 23511 
Houston, TX 77228-3511 


Subterranean 

Homesick 


Bluesfest 

Three full days of action, fun, 

revelry and resistance against the New 
World Order, from Friday, August 23 to 
Sunday, August 25 in Chicago. Thurs¬ 
day, August 22 - Potluck Dinner to de- 
commemorate the signing of the 
Hitler-Stalin Pact, and to welcome out of 
town guests. Friday, August 23 - STATE 
MURDER OF SACCO AND VANZETTI; 
3pm Demonstration Downtown; 8pm 
Performances and Party at Theater 
Oobleck (?) Saturday, August 24 - 11am 
Gather at Bughouse Square Park; 
12noon Speakout; 1pm Mudpeople 
March through the Gold Coast; 4pm 
Workshops (?); 8pm Music of all kinds 
somewhere. Sunday, August 25 - 23rd 
ANNIVERSARY OF LINCOLN PARK RI¬ 
OTS (Democratic Con¬ 
vention 1968); 12noon 
Picnic, Networking, 
and Workshops in Lin¬ 
coln Park. None of this 
is definite!! For ideas, 
suggestions, info, etc: 
Baklava 
c/o RGX 
P.O. Box 6022 
Chicago, IL 60680 


Squat 

The 

Land! 

According to 


ment law, activists removed the locks 
from the doors and the plywood from the 
windows and hung a banner reading 
“Operation Homestead” from the fire 
escape. 

Anne Levinson, spokesperson for 
Mayor Norm Rice, stated “they are in 
there without permission and they are 
trespassing. The police should move 
with all due speed.” On May 24 the 
police moved in and arrested 11 people. 
The police then posted guards to keep 
the building empty until the owner could 
hire private security to do so. 

CIRA Sends 
Books 

CiRA, the International Center for 
Anarchist Research, has shipped a total 
of 200 kilograms of books about anar¬ 
chism and related subjects to anarchist 
groups in Bulgaria, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Hungary, Poland, and Romania. They 
would like to keep doing it, but need 
either books, or money to buy books. For 
small contributions, they ask that you 
send cash ($2 US will ship 1 kilo of 
books). 

CIRA 

Ave. de Beaumont 24 
CH - 1012 Lausanne 
SWITZERLAND 

Better Late 
Than Never 

On SATURDAY. April 20 a small 
group of Nazis, Ku Klux Klan members, 
racist skinheads, and assorted other 
white supremacists attempted to hold a 
national celebration of Hitler’s Birthday 
in downtown Denver, Colorado. They 
were met by between 400 and 2000 (de¬ 
pending on who you beheve) anti-racist 
protestors, determined to let them know 
that racists and racist ideology were not 
welcome in Denver. Unable to hold their 
celebration, the white supremacists fled 
their own rally under police protection. 
The anti-racist protestors then held a 
celebration. 

The mainstream press launched a full- 
scale smear campaign against the 
counter-demo. The anti-racists were at¬ 
tacked for being violent (some cans and 
horse dung were hurled) and displaying 
“hatred" against the racists. They were 
also criticized for "drawing attention” to 
the white supremacists. 

Racist rally organizer Shawn Slater 
plans an August 17 rally to celebrate the 
birthday of Nazi Rudolph Hess. 

For more info: 

Saxifroge Group 
P.O. Box 18717 
Denver, CO 80218 

R.A.F. Action 

On APRIL 1, 1991, the Red Army 
Fraction executed Detlev Kursten Roh- 
wedder with the Ulrich Wessel Com¬ 
mando. Rohwedder was the president 
of the Berlin “Treuhandanstalt,” the cor¬ 
poration in charge of privatizing the 
state owned businesses in the former 
East Germany. 

If you want to read the R. A.F. commu¬ 
nique on the action, it was printed in 
Clash No. 3., or contact Arm the Spirit. 

ATS c/o Wild Seed Press 
P.O. Box 57584 
(Jonathan) Jackson Station 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8P4X3 
CANADA 

Pest Resists 
Extermination! 

On JULY 10, Pest Squat in NYC was 
broken into by police and housing bu¬ 
reaucrats. Squatters from various 
squats confronted the would be evictors 
and the pests re-entered the building. 
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AYF Invades Love and Rage 

BY Brent Blatant, d.a.c. 


G overnments don’t 

Fall By Themselves" 
was the title of this 
year’s Love and Rage organiz¬ 
ing conference. It was held in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota on the 
weekend of June 29. The con¬ 
ference consisted of at least 100 
anarchists of all ages from 
around the country and Canada 
who gathered to discuss the fu¬ 
ture of Love and Rage and the 
anarchist movement in general. 
The conference kicked off Sat¬ 
urday morning with a general 
meeting in the auditorium. As I 
looked around the room I real¬ 
ized there were a lot more 
young people them I expected, 
including many folks from vari¬ 
ous AYF groups. 

The discussion started off by 
spending way too much time on 
the conference schedule, but 
then got going with some lively 
debate about the Love and Rage 
Political Statement (which is 
still way too uptight), racism in 
the anarchist movement, un¬ 
derwear maintenance, and 
other sticky subjects. As the 
discussion progressed, I think a 
lot of the younger anarchists 
began to feel ignored or looked 
down upon by the older and 
more intellectual types. This 
was a problem that we devoted 
a lot of discussion to later in the 
day at the youth liberation 
workshop. In talking about the 
ageism thing, we realized that 
almost aU of the youth at the 
conference felt dissed in one 
way or another by the older an¬ 
archists, and we felt that it was 
really fucked to see the same 
sorts of prejudices that come 
down on kids in society re¬ 


flected at the conference. We 
decided it would be better to do 
something to try to change the 
situation rather than sit back 
and complain, and kept it in 
mind as we discussed the many 
other topics that revolve 
cuound youth liberation. 

Sunday morning went by 
quickly with some interesting 
and cool caucuses and work¬ 
shops, but, by Sunday after¬ 
noon it was time for the whole 
group to discuss structure and 
organization of the zine. This 
discussion was, in my opinion, 
definitely the most frustrating, 
condescending, and monoto¬ 
nous discussion of the confer¬ 
ence. I think that most of the 
young people participating felt 
that their opinions were deval¬ 
ued and even unwanted by the 
Love and Rage "in crowd," and 
they felt that this proposed 
structure would go through 
with or without their approval 
simply because there wasn’t 
enough time to write another 
one. We were bored, and a 
bored anarchist has two op¬ 
tions; l)Blow It Up! or 2)Leave, 
& being that all of the plastic 
explosives had been earmarked 
for local banks, recruiting cen¬ 
ters and shopping malls, we 
chose option #2. 

Suddenly, there weren’t 
enough people in the audito¬ 
rium for the older folks to con¬ 
tinue their discussion without 
guilt, so they broke for diimer. 
After dinner the group, includ¬ 
ing youth, reassembled in the 
auditorium and the young peo¬ 
ple were questioned as to why 
they left, and were even ac¬ 
cused by some as not caring 


about the paper. The youth re¬ 
ply had 3 basic elements; 
l)we’re einarchists & we’ll do 
what we want!, 2)If we didn't 
care, we wouldn’t be here & 


3)give us equal respect and 
consideration (or face the con¬ 
sequences - GLF), and thus be¬ 
gan the discussion and 
confrontation on one oTtSe fiig-'' 
gest problems in the confer¬ 
ence and the paper: youth 
accessibility. 

As we talked, I think a lot of 
people opened their eyes and 


began to realize that there was 
a problem and something had 
to be done to change it. We 
eventually did come to some 
agreement on structure and fi¬ 


nally it was time for the long 
awaited AYF meeting! 

(See accompanying article for 
what was discussed at the AYF 
meeting.) 

Monday morning started off 
with a hangover, a pancake 
breakfast in the cafeteria, and 
then a general meeting in the 
auditorium to elect the new 


Love and Rage facilitator and 
coordinating group. Once again 
we talked about ageism at the 
conference, and I feel that al¬ 
most everyone who was per¬ 
petuating it was aware of the 
discrimination and trying to 
change it. The elections were 
proof of the new attitude. Matt 
Black and the NYAYF goddess 
Isa were chosen as the new fa¬ 
cilitators and 5 young, sexy AY- 
F’ers were voted on to the 
10-person coordinating group. 
And yes, folks. Love and Rage is 
more fun already. 

The rest of Monday was 
spent talking about action pro¬ 
posals (which you can read 
about in the pages of Love and 
Rage) and the "new, improved" 
political statement (or shall I 
call it the "we’re so P.C. it’s 
sickening" Ust). We Scdd a few 
goodbyes, and all went out and 
fucking partied together. And 
as we were sitting ciround the 
beach of a river somewhere in 
Minneapolis I got to thinking 
that what happened this past 
weekend was really cool be¬ 
cause as the meeting kicked off 
we recdized that there were a 
lot of differences and frictions 
between us, but instead of cop¬ 
ping bad attitudes and giving 
up, we confronted the prob¬ 
lems, talked about them and 
did a lot to resolve them. And 
that’s what this shit is all about. 
I mean, if all the anarchist 
groups in the world could deal 
with their personal differences 
and bury them, we could come 
together to fight the common 
enemy of government and 
other forms of authoritarian 
bullshit. 


VjWEN 1 GROW OP A 
I WAht 10 be ^ 
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AYF 

Hordes To 
Descend 
Upon 
Canada! 

August 9-12 there will be an 
anarchist gathering in Ottawa, 
Ontcirio, Canada with a focus on 
(the long ignored issue of) 
Youth Liberation. People of aU 
ages are welcome. The gather¬ 
ing will include workshops, 
films, picnics, a concert and 
other events, and no doubt 
quite a few rowdy parties. 
Workshop ideas so far in¬ 
clude: Youth & the Law, Com¬ 
batting Racism, Sexism & 
Homophobia, School and much 
more. 

There will also be the third 
AYF mini-gathering, where 
such issues as an AYF state¬ 
ment of beliefs, and discussion 
of an AYF gathering will be ad¬ 
dressed. If you would like to 
attend, suggest a workshop or 
for more information, write: 

AYF Ottawa 
P.O.Box 4402, Stn.E 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1S5B4Canada 

Donations are also desper¬ 
ately needed, for those of you in 
a position where you are able to 
give. 


Shit...lfs 
the GLF! 

In response to the ageism, 
and irritating seriousness of 
certain older @’s at the ’Govern¬ 
ment’s Don’t Fall By Them¬ 
selves’ encountered, the radical 
terrorist commando group 
"Goof Liberation Front" (GLF) 
was formed. The GLF puUed off 
several actions, including the 
kidnapping of deposed dicta¬ 
tor/facilitator Ned “Leon" Gun- 
derday. Unfortunately for those 
who believed the GLF were a 
temporary response to the tyr- 
army of boring meetings, they 
have been amassing for further 
strikes against the agents of se¬ 
riousness, and have vowed not 
to let up until ageism has been 
rid from the anarchist move¬ 
ment...(or until folks learn how 
to laugh). 

Love and Age is a news sheet 
that has been set up by the 
GLF-MSG (Goof Liberation 
Front-Monosodium Support 
Group) to publicize GLF ac¬ 
tions, and support commandos 
caught in the act. The first shit- 
hot issue is out now. For more 
info, write to: 

IMPULSE 
Route 1 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

Goof Guerillas shake the se¬ 
rious! 


AYF 

Meets, 

State 

Crumbles 

The 2nd AYF mini-gathering 
was held in Minneapolis, MN at 
the Love And Rage conference. 
It was attended by 30-40 cool 
people, representing Minhea- 
polis-AYF, NY-AYF, D.A.C., 
C.A.A.C., Ottawa-AYF, Auto- 
nome Forum, Community 
Charge & many others. The 
meeting ran for 2 hours, tons of 
stuff was discussed, and lots of 
decisions were made (Unfortu¬ 
nately, due to space constraints 
we cannot reprint the entire 
minutes. Only the most impor¬ 
tant decisions are listed here). 
Overall, it appears the AYF is 
heading in a positive direction, 
and things are picking up for 
the network. 

Stuff that was decided: 

-The AYF will have a monthly 
page in Love And Rage. This is 
important because it will help 
AYF'ers keep up with the anar¬ 
chist movement, and vice 
versa. The page will be pro¬ 
duced by NY-AYF. Some sort of 
editorial structure will be set up 
in Ottawa. 

-Mid-South AYF broke up, & 
will no longer be listed on the 
AYF contact list. Furthermore, 


anyone with half a mind should 
avoid writing to the old Mid- 
South P.O. Box, as it is control¬ 
led by a sexist, homophobic 
lunatic (Hi, J.P.!) More on this in 
future AYF pages 

-AYF’ers should be on the 
Love and Rage Coordinating 
Group. This happened (Coup 

Shi^Hot AYF Contest 

The "Government’s Don’t 
Fall By Themselves" confer¬ 
ence was held in a Catholic ele¬ 
mentary school. While we were 
there, we stumbled across the 
following poem on the wall, 
written by a student. It read: 
Outside my School, It's lonely. 

Inside my School, It’s cozy and safe. 
Outside my School, I feel regular. 
Inside my School, I feel like a star. 
Outside my School, I see vandalism and 
pain. 

Inside my School, I see beauty and 
peace. 

Outside my School, I hear noise and 
hard rock music. 

Inside my School, I hear beautiful mu¬ 
sic & the sounds of laughter. 

-A (totally mind-fucked) 6th Grader of 
St. Stephen’s School 

So here’s the deal. Send us 
your own, totally subversive 
version of the above poem. The 
’winning’ entry will be printed 
on the September AYF page, 
which will be dedicated to anti¬ 
school actions (the winner vshll 
recieve a top secret prize!). So 
come on all you class war poets, 
put on a ttntle-neck, brew up 
some cappucino, and start com¬ 
posing! 


D’Etat!)! There are now 5 
young people on it. They are 
Kieran (MN), Brian (MA), Brent 
(OH), Jacynte (Quebec) and 
Dan (NYC). 

-At Ottawa, we agreed to col¬ 
lectively write some sort of 
statement of principles (so any 
homophobic, sexist, racist can’t 
consider themselves part of the 
AYF). There are also a bunch of 
other shit that needs to be dis¬ 
cussed (like an AYF zine) 

-There are a bunch of folks 
who are in the process of dis¬ 
cussing a future anarchist gath¬ 
ering dedicated to the AYF only 

This is only a sampling of the 
stuff discussed. For a complete- 
copy of the notes, and other 
AYF junk, send CBO -h SASE to 
NYAYF (Attn:Minutes). 


What Is AYF? 

The Anarehi$t Youth Federatk>h is 
an intematiouaX network of autono¬ 
mous anarchist youth groups dedi¬ 
cated to totally fucking up this 
system, until it dies a horrible death 
(and we ah live happily ever after) 

WhcitisiheAYFpoge? 

The AYF page is a new, monthly 
feature bringing a much needed 
youth perspective to Love And Rage, 
We are also funny and sexy, AU corre¬ 
spondence for this page should be 
sent tor 

NY-AYF P.O. Box 365 Canal Sh 
Station, NYC 10013-0365 

The AYF has tons of groups all over 
the universe. Due to the fact that we 
are making so much news at the mo¬ 
ment, a complete listing could not be 
fit onto this page. For a iisting of affUi- 
ate groups, and basic AYF info, send 
a stamp to the New York address. 
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Conference 

(Continued from Page 8) 

The EC was not an effective 
democratic body — the mem¬ 
bers weren’t really accountable 
to anyone and there was no 
method for involving more peo¬ 
ple in the decisons the EC 
made. Both of these problems 
relate to a major stumbling 
block in the projct: lack of com¬ 
munication. 

The EC discussion bulletin 
had problems getting submis¬ 
sions and getting distributed. 
Also, the EC at twenty mem¬ 
bers was too large to poll 
quickly if something important 
came up and some members 
were virtually incommunicado 
due to logistical problems. As a 
result the production group had 
to rely on the few people they 
had real contact with for input. 
Also, input from the rest of the 
supporters into important proc¬ 
esses such as plcinning the con¬ 
ference was limited and much 
work fell to a few people. 

The problems with communi¬ 
cation and the EC bulletin wiQ 
hopefully be addressed by the 
new improved Discussion Bul¬ 
letin, taken on by folks in Min¬ 
neapolis, which will go out 
monthly. The one factor they 
can't control is input. Everyone 
should write their thoughts on 
the paper and the Network and 
stuff and send them to the dis¬ 
cussion bulletin care of RABL. 

Yugoslavery 

(Continued from Page 6) 

ism, desperation and disap¬ 
pointment with the economic 
and spiritual poverty that had 
recently conquered the coun¬ 
try, to anger, to rage, to fight. 
And they do have the guts to 
really fight, as we have wit¬ 
nessed in Slovenia. 

The nationalism of youth is 
usually connected with the soc¬ 
cer game. But the soccer hooli¬ 
gans’ bonding, though it was on 
ethnic presumptions, is in its 
spirit more like the "Warriors” 
type of activity, than it is sta- 
tism. In Slovenia this youth na- 
tionalist-thing played as a 
funny way to kick the ass con¬ 
nected to the communist pigs 
— instead of soccer — with mu¬ 
sic, particularly punk and indus¬ 
trial. Industrial became so 
strong that the only two Yugo¬ 
slav rock bands popular out of 
Yugoslavia are the Slovenian in¬ 
dustrial bands Laibach and Bor- 
ghesia. 

The statism Ccune later. After 
the defeat of the Yugoslavian 
idea, in Belgrade 1988, when 
the Terminators banned the So¬ 
ciety for Yugoslav Democratic 
Initiative, rednecks gained in 
popularity in all parts of Yugo¬ 
slavia. With clever use of his¬ 
torical statehood and ethnic 
symbols they got most of the 
citizens already tired of great 
ideas and philosophy and politi¬ 
cal experiments onto their side. 
With even smarter flirting with 
the terms "freedom” and “inde¬ 
pendence” they got non-sta¬ 
tist-nationalist soccer hooligan 
youth as their weapon. The 
Croatian Democratic Union, a 
ruling Croatian nationalist 
party, even uses Bakunin in 
their review to explain their 
struggle for independence as 
an opposition to Bolshevik en¬ 
forced Yugoslav unity. This is 
like George Bush sending ma¬ 
rines to help squatters and 
homeless to get Dinkins’s pigs 
out of the park, to gain voters 
for the 1992 elections. (The only 
problem of poor people in the 
U.S. is that they are a minority. 
If they become a vast majority, 
as they became all over Eastern 
Europe, such a move by Mr. 
Bush would become highly pos¬ 
sible.) 


their group at the meeting, nor 
is it cleeir how they will be ac¬ 
countable to these groups or to 
the Network as a whole. It also 
seems a possible danger that 
the CG could really abuse its 
power in making decisions. 
The only real check we have 
against this is the trust which 
we have in the people elected 
to the CG and our common com¬ 
mittment to collectivity and 
non-hierarchical social rela¬ 
tions. 

Also, if these groups do not 
strive to keep good communica- 
tion going, the Production 
Group will have no one to ad¬ 
vise them, and will end up mak¬ 
ing a lot of decisions on their 
own and with little input from 
the supporters of the paper. 

It is also important to keep 
changing. Of the CG’s ten 
members, less than half are for¬ 
mer EC members. 

The other important change 
is that of the facilitator’s posi¬ 
tion. With this issue we have a 
new facilitator for the paper: 
Matt Black. Matt came on 
board around issue #6. Since 
that time he has worked on the 
production group. Wise be¬ 
yond his beard. Matt will bring 
a lot of fresh young energy to 
the project. The famous Isa of 
New York was elected as co-fa¬ 
cilitator and will undoubtedly 
add another perspective — and 
another pair of hands — to the 
paper. 

This also means that we are 
saying goodbye to Christopher 


Day as facilitator. Chris is 
“physically, emotionally, and fi¬ 
nancially exhausted” after six¬ 
teen months on the job. We 
look forward to his continued 
participation in the project and 
more writing for the paper after 
he gets a good nap. Thank You 
Christopher! for almost four 
years working on making this 
monthly anarchist publication a 
reality! 

ORGANIZING A CONFERENCE 

I ha^ to consider the confer¬ 
ence a cfreat sucess, but there 
were problems with how it was 
organized. The biggest prob¬ 
lem was the relatively closed 
process. Without a reliable dis¬ 
cussion bulletin to ask for help, 
the Mirmeapolis group got little 
help from anyone except NY 
(thanks to those of you who did 
help — no dis intended to any¬ 
one), of course we didn't find 
people calling us offering to 
help either... 

Some things were left out 
that are important and 
shouldn’t be forgotten in the fu¬ 
ture: Youth Caucus, four or 
more minutes of unscheduled 
time for fun and/or for things 
not scheduled or on the formal 
agenda. I think we tried to do 
too much in three days, and the 
process in later meetings really 
suffered because of that. 

Clearly the savior of the 
weekend was the mysterious 
and elusive Goof Liberation 
Front (GLF, cir - eh - cle) who 
liberated all sorts of goofiness 


The deadline for submissions is 
the 15th of every month. 

The larger problems of struc¬ 
ture and process were ad¬ 
dressed by the conference in 
part through adopting a new 
decision making structure for 
the Network. The new struc¬ 
ture has four bodies. The an¬ 
nual Conference remains the 
most important decision mak¬ 
ing body for the Network and 
major decisions are reserved for 
it. The Network Coimcil (NC) is 
a delegate body composed of 
up to two voting delegates from 
any group that supports the 
Network. It meets one or more 
times between conferences to 
deal with large questions or 
problems that need action. The 
Coordinating Group (CG) is 
made up of ten voting members 
elected at the conference, plus 
the facilitator and co-facilitator. 
The CG will be in regular con¬ 
tact by phone and meet to ad¬ 
vise the production group and 
make decisions which need im¬ 
mediate action. Finally, the 
Production Group (PG), resi¬ 
dent in New York, will meike 
day to day editorial and busi¬ 
ness decisions - in keeping with 
previous decisions of the Net¬ 
work and vhth advisement from 
the CG. 

While this structure solves 
some of the problems of the old 
structure, it is easy to antici¬ 
pate possible new problems. 
The NC is a delegate body, but 
it is not clear how somebody 
gets delegated to represent 


Now we have everybody con¬ 
verted to nationalism: rednecks 
build their nationalism from the 
desire to have their own red¬ 
neck empire (I feel deep sympa¬ 
thy for Serbians in Croatia — 
because most of them had a ca¬ 
reer in police, army or national 
security, and most of today’s 
rulers of the Republic of Croatia 
were imprisoned for several 
years by these people because 
of their political opinions, and 
kept as Croatian nationalists in 
the prisons with overwhelm¬ 
ingly Serbian guards). Themtel- 
ligentsia that flirted with 
Yugoslavism found a rationale 
for their nationalism in the 
death of the Bolshevik Yugo¬ 
slav idea and a lack of commit¬ 
ment by any political group 
today in Yugoslavia to establish 
any new feasible Yugoslav 
idea. 

Libertarian but nationalist 
youth found a lot of adventure 
and relative freedom in the new 
regime (in Slovenia they are ac¬ 
tually forming the core of the 
regime: Defense Minister Jansa 
(a former peace activist!) and 
Interior Minister Bavcar are 
both under 35, at least 5 of the 
"congressmen” are under 30). 
Even anarchists found the shel¬ 
ter in the ethnic-thing that al¬ 
most swallowed everybody in 
all of Eastern Europe. 

This is about what happened 
with libertarians in Yugoslavia: 
a lot of them left the country, 
and are now in Paris, London, 
Milan, Berlin, Toronto, San 
Francisco, Chicago, New York... 
World, beware! They moved 
out after they recognized that 
they made a mess that they 
were not able to put in order 
any more. Just a joke. The ones 
who stayed were absorbed in 
the ethnic-thing. Even long 
time resister Trivo Indjic ap¬ 
pears to be slightly nibbled by 
the ethnic-thing in his recent 
article in the Umanita Nova, an 
Italian Anarchist Review. The 
rest are probably dead, because 
I haven’t got a ring from them 
for almost a year. 

This is an interesting ques¬ 
tion: should anarchists allow 
themselves to establish a 
state? In Spain they tried this in 
1936, didn’t they? They failed. 
It seems that everybody is 
happy about that. Rightists — 
because they won. Leftists — 


because they save their politi¬ 
cal correctness, thus they won 
— by moral victory. So, who 
lost? People lost, pigs won. As 
usual. Should we form a sort of 
international brigades to help 
freedom fighters in Slovenia, or 
should we wait for the even 
greater disaster that is promis¬ 
ing to happen in the Soviet Un¬ 
ion, and for which the Yugoslav 
bloodshed is just an ugly prel¬ 
ude? - 

I do not want to go in theory 
any deeper. I hope Jansa, the 
Defense Minister, whom I hap¬ 
pen to know as we were both 
active in the peace movement 
(he in Slovenia, me in Croatia), 
had studied well the Russo-Fin- 
ish winter war of 1939-1940, or 
at least ordered some of the in¬ 
teresting Loompanics publica¬ 
tions like "How To Kill Tanks” 
(US Army handbook on guerilla 
warfare). 

And what happened to com¬ 
mies? They shifted from com¬ 
munism vs. nationalism to 
nationalism vs. nationalism in 
the country’s ideology (oper¬ 
ated by the country’s leading 
intellectuals), thus helping 
Communist Party members to 
keep their ugly heads on their 
thick piggy necks just by the 
ritual of changing their religion 
from anti-nationalist to nation¬ 
alist. How much belief they had 
in Communism is easily seen by 
the large numbers of converts 
immediately after the eve of the 
elections. 

However, disregarding my 
lack of sympathy for rednecks, 
Yugoslavia should cease to ex¬ 
ist. Why? Because Yugoslavia is 
an example of the “Pax Ro- 
mana” or “Pax Germanica” 
type of imperialist "unity” 
where the stability of the com¬ 
monwealth is guaranteed by 
the strong army and the power¬ 
ful, untouchable leader that can 
be emperor, king, president or 
general secretary. Such unity is 
"out of time” today when most 
commonwealths are based on 
economic interdependence and 
legal agreements, what is 
known as “Pax Oeconomica.” 
The Yugoslavian type of unity 
also had a problem of survival 
after the death of its charis¬ 
matic leader and creator, Tito. 
After the defeat of the Yugoslav 
Army in Slovenia there are no 
more pillars to support the roof 


of Yugoslav "PaxRomana.” The 
West will have to accept that 
Yugoslavia will now become 
only history, at least for a while. 
The West should not encourage 
(nor should the East) the Termi¬ 
nator Army to interfere in this 
history — preserving some¬ 
thing that nobody really wants, 
and that nobody really has a 
use for. 

Then why is_ the Yugoslav 
Army still supported by the su¬ 
perpowers? Because any gro¬ 
cery-owner will give some 
credit to an excellent customer 

— even if the customer is a drug 
addict, or beats his spouse and 
kids. I witness this in New 
York’s East Village. I mean 
there is no reason for Uncle Sam 
to be angry at the Yugoslav 
Army’s practice of sending 
western weaponry to Iran, Iraq, 
Libya, the Sudan, and Algeria - 
when Uncle Sam exports weap¬ 
ons to these places too. It 
seems that Terminators all over 
the world understand each 
other excellently. Then, there is 
the question of the feasibility of 
the beloved capitalist tool to 
force weaker countries to com¬ 
ply with the requests of the 
stronger: economic sanctions. If 
the request is to stop violence 

— they are useless. It is unwise 
to expect any civilized develop¬ 
ment to result from famine and 
desperation. It seems that the 
State Department recognized 
that. However, giving most fa¬ 
vorable trading status to China 
after the Tien An Mien massa¬ 
cre and without Deng Xiao¬ 
ping’s removal from power 
makes us ask ourselves: will 
Iraq be eligible in a few months, 
even with Saddam Hussein still 
in power? That makes us ask 
ourselves, does the US govern¬ 
ment care about human rights 
at all? It seems that any dicta¬ 
torship which will guarantee 
any trading concessions will be 
always more eligible than "pio¬ 
neer” democracies. The policy 
is then obviously to ignore the 
crushing of human rights as 
long as the local strongman is 
able to maintain the stability of 
his dictatorship and thus se¬ 
cure American investments. 
Does that mean that the US will 
vehemently oppose the dicta¬ 
torship’s opponents, calling 
them terrorists until they do 
win their struggle against the 


amid some rather tense meet¬ 
ings. 

The workshops were all very 
good, and I want to thank eve¬ 
ryone who put work into them. 
In the future we might want to 
schedule workshops once we 
have presenters, not the other 
way around. 

FOOD HAPPENS? 

If it hadn’t been for the super¬ 
human efforts of one individual 
—^Kate — food wouldn’t have 
happened as weU, if at all. We 
should also thank all the co-ops 
and bakeries who helped with 
the food effort. When inter¬ 
viewed, Kate claimed that she 
enjoyed the whole thing, but for 
future conferences I hope peo¬ 
ple will organize more collec¬ 
tively, so the food preparer can 
also attend some of the confer¬ 
ence. 

Lastly, I want to thank every¬ 
one who came to the confer¬ 
ence and made it such a sucess, 
and to send my love to my new 
friends who I met there. Paul. 
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dictatorship all by themselves? 
However, at least following the 
same logic, the winners won’t 
be called terrorists anymore — 
they might be called freedom 
fighters. 

Yugoslavia made the front 
page of the New York Times and 
the first report on the CNN 
Headline News for a whole 
week: we haven’t seen as much 
bloodshed in Europe since 
WWII was over. Then the 
shooting stopped. The lack of 
spurting blood made Yugosla¬ 
via again a boring appendix of 
Europe. Like the big media are 
suggesting: let’s start all over 
again. And I believe that the 
bloodspill in Yugoslavia hardly 
came to its end by this shaky 
cease-fire. 

A CHRONOLOGY OF DEMO¬ 
CRATIC STRUGGLE IN YUGO¬ 
SLAV EIGHTIES 
(cfiven as tennis scores) 

Game One: 1980-1988 
In Slovenia/Croatia/Serbia 
the alternatives vs the Bol¬ 
sheviks 

the Bolsheviks won 

Game Two (Canadian Dou¬ 
bles): 1988 
In Serbia 

the alternatives vs the Bol¬ 
sheviks + the nationalists 
the Bolsheviks won 

Game Three (Canadian Dou¬ 
bles revisited): 1990 
In Slovenia/Croatia 
the alternatives + the nation¬ 
alists vs the Bolsheviks 
the nationalists won 

Game Four (Mixed Doubles): 
1991 

In all of Yugoslavia 
Slovenian/Croatian national¬ 
ists vs Serb Bolsheviks + Termi¬ 
nator Army 

(to be continued...) 
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POR Gustavo Rodriguez. 

ace un afio y ocho meses 
de la invasion y la ocu- 
pacion militar yanqui a 
Panama, desde el sangriento 20 
de diciembre de 1989 y 
ventisiete anos y siete meses, 
del anterior sarpazo imperial- 
ista contra el pueblo panemerio, 
en defensa del estatus de en¬ 
clave colonial del canal, medi- 
ante aquella criminal agresion 
del 9 de enero de 1964. 

DIECIOCHO MESES DE CXUPACION 
YANQUI Y.... 

Han transcurrido 20 meses de 
la implantacion del gobierno 
titere de Endara, Arias Cal¬ 
deron y Ford, como resultado de 
la agresion yanqui contra el 
pueblo de Panama, con un saldo 
de mas de 2000 muertos y alred- 
edor de 20 mil personas sin 
hogar. A lo largo de este fatidico 
periodo ban ido saliendo a flote 
los verdaderos objetivos de esta 
nefasta invasion, por desgracia 
para las mayorias humildes del 
pueblo panameno. Se ha hecho 
palpable el contenido oligar- 
quico del gobierno titere, medi- 
ante las medidas antipopulares 
que este a puesto en practice a 
favor de la empresa privada y de 
la clase capitalista (repre- 
sentada solamente por el 3% de 
la poblacion). Tambien se hace 
patents el servilismo obediente 


al F.M.I. (Fondo Monetario In- 
ternacional) y a los grandes 
capitales transnacionales con el 
pago de la deuda externa y la 
transnacionalizacion de la 
economia, materializando la im- 
posicion de los planes economi- 
cos fondomonetaristas, que la 
clase obrera en particular y el 
pueblo panameno en general 
habian dificultado a los gobier- 
nos titeres de Ardito Barlta, Del 
Valle y Noriega. Todo esto, se 
suma a la garantizacion de la 
continuidad de las bases mili- 
tares en el itsmo y el control de 
la “zona del canal." 

Esto concluye en la prolon- 
gacion del proyecto economico- 
politico norteamericano 
avalado por el militarismo 
panameno, que junto a los go- 
biernos de turno son culpables 
de todos los males que sufren 
los sectores populares del pais 
itsmefio. Hagamos un anabsis, 
de manera resumida, de los 
hechos ocurridos desde el 20 de 
diciembre de 1989 a la fecha, 
exponiendo de forma paralela, 
las acciones represivas contra 
los sectores populares y la es- 
trategia economia, (disenada 
conjuntamente por el impericd- 
ismo yanqui, la oligarquia crioUa 
y el militarismo panameno) y de 
como en este periodo de ocu- 
pacion yanqui y de control de la 


oligarquia, el pueblo ha luchado 
incansablemente por la retirada 
de las tropas de ocupacion y 
contra las imposiciones politi- 
cas, economicas y sociales. 
La agresion combinada del im- 
perialismo norteamericano 
junto a los sectores mas reac- 
cionarios panamehos, dejo 
como consecuencias directas 
del ataque militar: totalmente 
destruido el populoso barrio de 
El Chorillo, mas de 20 mil refu- 
giados de guerra sin hogar y 
perdida total de todos sus 
articulos personales, la destruc- 
cion de pequehos comercios y la 
escalofriante cifra de mas de 
2000 muertos. 

Como era de espera, una vez 
implantado el gobierno titere de 
la Alianza “Democratica" de 
Oposicion, tiene que responder 
a los intereses de quienes lo im- 
pusieron, quedando las prome¬ 
sas de “justicia, democracia, 
libertad y paz”, tan solo en 
promesas, enfrentando las es- 
pectativas del pueblo con dis- 
cursos demagogos. Mientras se 
ha materializado la institucion- 
alizacion de la represion y la vio- 
lencia contra ese mismo pueblo, 
decretando de inmediato leyes 
y medidas en contra de los sec¬ 
tores populares, traducidos en; 
1) despidos masivos de los em- 
pleados publicos (miles); 2) de- 


spido de miles de trabajadores 
del sector privado “so pretexto 
del saqueo, la crisis economica 
y la pretendida no rentabilidad 
de las empresas", sin pagarles 
las indemnizaciones; 3) la 
quema de ranchos en Veracruz 
y el desalojo de los habitantes; 
4) el desalojo de los habitantes 
de Lomo Cova; 5) la expulsion 
de inquilinos de areas popu¬ 
lares como Santa Ana; 6) Corte 
de agua potable a los moradores 
de San Joaquin y de Arraijan; 7) 
la represion contra el 
movimiento estudiantil (Insti¬ 
tute Nacional) y la expulsion de 
estudiantes de colegios se- 
cundarios (a quienes han rep- 
rimido con perigones); 8) la 
represion, detencion y ultrajo a 
periodistas; 9) la represion 
criminal de las manifestaciones 
populares por parte de los 
nuevos antidisturbios en com- 
binacion con los oficiales del 
Comando Sur, utilizando nove- 
doces de gases toxicos y 
grandes cantidades de perdi- 
gones (a concsecuencia de la 
brutal represion de las mani¬ 
festaciones del dia 13 y 14 de 
diciembre del 90 en los alrede- 
dores del Palacio Legislative, 
Luis Cisneros, un humilde tra- 
bajador manual de la Universi- 
dad de Panama, aun esta en 


peligro de perder la vista, por 
un disparo de perdigon. 

Paralelamente a la represion 
se ha venido llevando a cabo 
una estrategia econonica cuyos 
objetivos son; 1) destruir los 
sectores productivos del pais; 
2) destruir las organizaciones 
sindicales; 3) empeorar las con- 
diciones de trabajo y echar 
abajo y los logros obtenidos 
mediante las luchas sindicales 
(Proyecto de Ley para modificar 
la ley de la Caja de Seguro So¬ 
cial, aumentando los anos para 
la jubilacion. No han pagado el 
decimo tercer mes. Reformas 
en el Codigo de Trabajo. No han 
pagado los sobresuelos que en 
el sector educativose adeudan, 
etc.); 4) aumentar los impues- 
tos sobre los servicios basicos. 

LA RESPUESTA DEL PUEBLO ANTE EL 
REGIMEN DE OCUPACION 

Ante esta situacion, el 
movimiento popular, inicial- 
mente debil y desarticulado, re¬ 
alize un sin numero de 
movilizaciones y acciones 
desde los primeros dias de en¬ 
ero de 1990, a esto le siguio una 
large list a de manifestaciones: 
la movilizacion del Primero de 
Mayo, donde se repudio la pres- 
encia yanqui y se quemaron 

(Continua a pagina 4) 
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Q ue es el Anarca-feminismo? Esta pregunta nos 
podria conducir por muchos senderos, casi si- 
empre historicos o biograficos, pero por ahora 
tomaremos el mas vial de los caminos; el del anar- 
cofeminismo hoy. 


Al igual 
que yo, las 
anarcofem 
inistas, en 
su mayoria, 
se radical- 
izaron prin- 
cipalmente 
a traves del 
lente de su 
propia ex- 
periencia 
como mu- 
jeres en 
una socie- 
dadsexista. 

A traves 
del femin- 
ismo com- 
prendimos 
uno de los 
sist emas 
de domi- 
nacidn - -el 
patriarcado 
- y su fun- 
cionamien 
to en las in- 
stituciones 
sociales, si 
bien piibli- 
cas (el 
Estado) o 
privadas 
(el capital- 
ismo). En- 
tonces, se 
empezo a 
reconocer 
el entrela- 
zamiento 
de toda 
forma de 
dominaci 
on y a acep- 
tar la idea 
de que la 
supresion 
del patriar¬ 
cado sig- 
nificaba el 
fin de toda 
relacion de 
p o d e r . 
Muchas 
feministas 
han llegado 
a la misma 
conclusion. 
Las anar- 
cofeminis 
tas, sin em¬ 
bargo, de 
a 1 g u n a 
forma en- 
contraron 
el anar- 
quismo en 
la con¬ 
fusion o 
vaguiedad 
dela men- 
tira, los fal- 
s o s 
conceptos 
y las distor- 
ciones que 
a este lo 
rodean y 
que con- 


cientemente nos identifica como parte de una misma 
tradicion. La conciente y clara perspectiva anar- 
cofeminista que de ahi se ha obtenido le es indispensa¬ 
ble a los movimientos tanto feminista como anarquista, 
para asegurar que cada uno de estos alcanze algun dia 
sus comunes metas revolucionarias. En su articulo titu- 
lado: ‘Anarquismo: La Conexion Feminista’ (publicado 
en la antologia inglesa ‘Quiet Rumors’ (Discretes Ru- 
mores), la autora Peggy Kornegger denomina a las 
feministas radicales de los ahos sesenta y setenta ‘las 
anarquistas del inoconciente’ y a sus perspectives las 
describe como ’anarquismo quasi puro’. 

Esto puede verse en la percepcion sobre la insti- 
tucion familiar como nucleo (componiente integral 
tanto del capitalismo como del estado), por las anar¬ 
quistas radicales, como la base para los sistemas auto- 
ritarios. 

El feminismo radical ademas desafio la jerarquia por 
exponer la forma patriarccil que guia nuestro proceso 
mental. Esta modalida divide la realidad en dualismos 
tales como: hombre/mujer, heterosexual/homosexual, 
blanco/negro, cultura/naturalesa, mente/cuerpo, re- 
inando una condicion sobre la “otra”. 

En la practice el feminismo radical reformo la rueda 


prever metas de largo plazo y la manera de alcazarlas. 
Por ejemplo, muchos experimentos de grupos feminis¬ 
tas con formas ajerarquicas no supieron balancear la 
organizacion con espontaneidad, resultando en una 
tirania por la falta de estructura, expresada tanto por 
la tendencia a tratar excluvisamente problemas per- 
sonales, como por la dominacion (de facto) de los mi- 
embros del grupo con mayor experiencia y carisma. En 
consequencia y en reaccion a esto, algunas mujeres 
regresaron para derrumbar las formas de organizacion. 
Las formas de organizacion anarquistas exponen es- 
pecificamente este problema y demuestran que la 
espontaneidad y la organizacion, tanto individual como 
colectiva, no son mutuamente exclusives. El compartir 
conocimientos y aptitudes, la rotacion de labores y 
responsibnidades y la dedicacion de tiempo para las 
discusiones durante dinamicas de grupo, pueden 
usarse para vigilar conciensudamente que, ala vez que 
se fomenta el potencial individual, no se repliqpien los 
patrones de la jerarquia. Mas aun, mientras que afirma 
la necesidad de accion opositora, la historia anarquista 
atestiga la necesidad de una preparacion a largo plazo 
del terreno para la revolucion. 

Kornegger observe que la impaciencia creada poria:” 



anarquista en su reaccion espontanea a formas patri- 
arcales de organizacidn que muchos de ellos habian 
experimentado en la nueva izquierdra. La actividad 
feminista radical tomo formas no-jeraquicas, anti-auto- 
ritanas y decentralizadas. Los pequehos grupos sin 
lider perrnitieron que las mujeres superaran su experi¬ 
encia subjetiva de opresion y al igual que el grupo de 
afinidad de los anarquistas espaholes, formaron las 
bases para la organizacion. 

Estos grupos trabajaban colectivamente, casi siem- 
pre en directa accion creativa, apuntalando a aquellas 
costumbres sexistas, para frecuentemente crear con- 
tra-instituciones, tales como centros de alternative 
para la salud de la mujer o centros para las victimas de 
violacion o publicaciones periodicas. Siguiendo el argu- 
mento de Kornegger, los elementos de conciencia y 
comprehension del anarquismo hubiesen podido 
ayudarel movimiento feminista proporcionandole 
ejemplos historicos de organizacion ajerarquica y de 
un marco o estructura en el cual el movimiento podria 


‘Revolucion Ahora’ y el consiguiente descorazo- 
namiento del movimiento feminista de los setenta 
Uevo, en parte, a un escapismo, en vez de guiar hacia 
el constante enfoque sobre la educacion, el compatir de 
ideas y la creacion de instituciones de alternative y de 
oposicion, asi como la transformacion personal. El aho 
1973 ha quedado atras y sin embargo no se percibe 
movimiento anarcofeminista alguno que encuentre por 
florecer. Las tendencies mas fuerte del feminismo hoy 
son, por un lado, del tipo "NOW” (Organizacion Na- 
cional de Mujeres) de clase media, liberal y de la raza 
blanca, y quienes no logran ver la naturalesa 
sistematica del sexismo y abogan por la igualidad de 
participacion de la mujer en un mundo desigual; y por 
el otro, las escapistas quienes se consuelan con la 
transformacion individual de sus conciencias y en el 
peligroso ‘regreso al principio feminista de la diosa’. 

El anarcofeminismo, pues, no esta en la posicion de 
ayudar a concretar las esparicidas tendencies anar¬ 
quistas sino mas bien debe abrigar el ‘regreso de la 
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solo sexista sino inefectivo. 

Una perspectiva anarcofeminista debe tambien 
‘prestar atencion’ a la naturalesa sexista del anar- 
quismo puramente individualista y a la tendencia de 
esquivar cualquier tipo de organizacion. 

Esta idea de ‘cada cual lo suyo’ de nuevo atiende al 
ideal americano de aspero individualismo que se ob- 
serva en las mentalidades fronterizas. Esta vision de 
libertad consiste en el aislado ego masculino enardi- 
ente batalla con los elementos. Tal actitud o postura va 
encontra de los principios anarquistas y solo perpetua 
al burges individualismo patriarcal que nos fragmenta 
y mantiene oprimidos. 

La singularidad del anarquismo, de acuerdo a Emma 
Goldmem, es su ensenanza sobre la vida: No existe 
mayor conflicto entre el individual y los instintos socia- 
les, que aquel que existe entre el corazon y los pul- 
mones; siendo un, el receptaculo de una valiosa esencia 
vital; el otro, el recipiente del elemento que mantiene 
esa esencia fuerte y pura (Anarquism and Other Essays 
-[Sobre El Anarquismo y Otros Ensayos] pagina 52). 

No hace falta ser feminista para darse cuenta que las 
personalidades mas prominentes y de mayor voz den- 
tro del movimiento anarquista son hombres. Hagamos 
incapie en otorgarle poder a aquellas mujeres con 
quienes desenvolvemos, a traves del intercambio y el 
compartir de abilidades y conocimientos, como tam¬ 
bien a traves de la rotacion de responsibilidades, dando 
asi la oportunidad a la mujer de orar y escribir para el 
publico. No es un hecho accidental el que la mujer no 
se sienta segura en estas funciones. Hemos de re- 
conocer los patrones de socializacion de los cuales 
ninguno de nosotros ha podido/ni podra enteramente 
escapar. Estas observaciones son tan solo meras 
sugerencias de lo que necesita ser una continua critica 
anarcofeminista, que ademas debe exponer posiciones 
homofobicas frecuentemente experimentadas en 
nuestros grupos. 

Mas importante aun, la perspectiva feminista sobre 
el anarquismo no puede solamente apoyarse en el 
hombro de las anarcofeministas. 

Esta responsibilidad no debe tornarse en que la mu¬ 
jer ensehe al hombre acerca de su naturalesa. 

La creacion de una nueva sociedad requiere primero 
la creacion de nuevos individuos. Todo anarquista debe 
entonces serieimente adherirse al proverbio “todo lo 
personal es tambien politico” y mirar interiormente. 

Las dicusiones sobre la dinamica de generos no debe 
tomar la forma de un juego de culpabilidad. Si el sex- 
ismo permanece como un asunto de mujer nunca nos 
desahaceremos de el. El hombre debe llegar a entender 
que el feminismo no trata solo sobre la liberacion de la 
mujer, sino sobre la liberacion de la mujer, sino sobre 
la lucha, por seperado, pero integral , del hombre por 
liberarse a simismo de un dahino proceso de sociali¬ 
zacion. Aunque estos proyectos son quizes por igual 
importantes tambien debemos darnos cuenta de sus 
diferencias. A pesar de que el hombre este danado por 
su construccion de opresor, historicamente tambien se 
ha beneficiado del patriarcado. Cuando el antisexismo 
se vuelve dificil de manejar, el hombre puede refu- 
giarse en el privilegiado reino de la masculinidad. La 
mujer, sin embargo, la debe sudar. El hombre anar¬ 
quista debe empezar a tomar el feminismo seriamente 
informandose acerca de su avance y examinado su 
propio condicionamento patriarcal, ademas de man- 
tener se active en la lucha contra el sexismo en nuestra 
sociedad. Solo asi podremos empezar a obtener una 
percepcion del individuo como tal, y de esta perspec¬ 
tiva lograr desarrollar una mejor comprension de como 
este ser humane se identifica con otros y con un mundo 
natural en una sociedad libre. 


S i tu estas leyendo esto necesitamos tu ayuda. Para mantener y extender la seccion en espahol 
nos falta traductores y traductoras, correctores de pruebas, articulos y noticias de la comunidad 
hispano (o articulos en espanol en general) y tu comentario y participacion en este proyecto. Por 
favor escribenos para que sabemos lo que estas piensando o por lo menos para que sabemos que estas 
leyendo Amor y Rabia. Gracias. 

Eugenio 
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reprimida conciencia anarquista’ expresada en el femi¬ 
nismo radical. Esto conlleva a expresar el anarcofemi- 
nismo en formas de organizacion interna, desafiando 
le.s tendencies liberales y escapistas por su per- 
^jetuacion de las relaciones de poder, asi como tambien 
a funcionar activamente en la resistencia de toda 
relacion que se le asemje. 

Puedo sehalar un par de ejemplos aunque limitados, 
de anarcofemenismo en accion. Aqui en Minneapolis, 
las anarcofeministas, activas en diferentes grupos, se 
juntaron para conmemorar el aniversario de la masacre 
a 14 mujeres en la Universidad de Montreal. El aniver¬ 
sario sirvio para demistificar lo que habia sido visto 
como el ‘aberrante acto de un sicopata’ y para exponer 
las formas menos espectaculares de violencia cotidiana 
contra la mujer. 

Utilizamos la tactica educacional del teatro de guer¬ 
rilla para mostrar la former en que los numerosos siste- 
mas de opresion que encaran a la mujer, la construyen, 
en diferentes formas, como bianco de la violencia mas- 
culina. A traves de personajes como el de la mujer de 
negocios y el de la novela, implicamos el capitahsmo y 
el Estado, respectivamente, para obtener la atencion 
sobre la naturalesa sintomatica de la violencia contra 
la mujer. 

Esto pone en desafio la perspectiva liberal que niega 
la naturalesa violenta y necesaria de nuestra sociedad, 
a la vez que persigue curar sus sintomas a traves de 
legislaciones, incrementando asi el control del Estado 
sobre nuestras vidas. 

El ecofeminism, surgido a partir las premisas 
ecoanarquistas sobre la ecologia social, ofrece otro 
ejemplo de la tendencia anarcofeminista en accion. El 
ecofeminismo reconoce la conexion historico a y 
ideologica entre la degradacion de la mujer y la explo- 
tacion de la naturalesa; persigue una nueva y mas 
libertaria compresion de la relacion de la mujer hacia la 
naturalesa y desasfia la replica de posturas patriarcales 
tanto hacia la naturalesa humana como hacia la no-hu- 
mana en el pensamento feminista. El ecofeminismo se 
empeha en ir mas alia del debate esencialista dentro 
del feminismo que reproduce el dualismo natu¬ 
ralesa/culture. 

Por una parte, el ecofeminiso desafia la asercion de 
ima feminidad establecida por la condicion natural o 
biologica. Las ecofeministas condenan aquel tipo de 
esencialismo que rinde culto a una deidad del inomento 
y que ostenta ser ecofeminista. Esta moda de conven- 
iencia adopta las conexiones historicas opresivas entre 
la mujer y la naturalesa, alegando que la feminidad 
natural siendo incorporada por la diosa tierra es nues¬ 
tra real salvacion, sin involucrarse ni preocuparse a si 
misma en las condiciones sociales que continiian mili- 
tando contra la autodeterminacion de la mujer. Por otra 
parte, el ecofeminismo rechaza la idea de que el genero 
lo determina simple y llanamente la cultura y la tenden¬ 
cia correspondiente de ver la biologia feminina comoun 
reino limitante que debe ser superado; es decir, que 
toda mujer debe abstenerse atener hijos para poder 
competir o estar en la misma base de partida que el 
hombre. 

Por el contrario, las ecofeministas afirman que el 
genero se va desarroUando en la interrelacion bi- 
ologia/sociedad, naturalesa/cultura. 

Tanto la biologia como la naturalesa son vistas como 
el reino potencial del genero y la libertad como distin- 
cion, cuya forma en una sociedad libre no podemos 
predecir. 

El ecofeminismo intenta reafirmar la diferencia, sin 
apuntalar la dommacion basada en la diferencia,. reit- 
erar todo potencial propio de la mujer y funcionar 
dentro de un mundo en el que esta pueda realizarse. 


En la persecucion de nuestra meta a largo plazo por 
lograr una sociedad libre de dominacion, algunas anar¬ 
cofeministas han hallado apropiado el trabajar entre 
grupos mixtos (de mujeres y hombres). Resulta crucial 
una perspectiva feminista definida dentro del 
movimiento anarquista y esta no se puede simple- 
mente subsimir (incluir en una clase o categoria). 

Como eficazmente lo sehala Maura Dillon en su 
articulo 'Anarquism, Feminism - Building a Movement’ 
(Anarquismo, Feminismo - Contruyendo un 
Movimiento) (Left Green Notes #5 Nov/Dec 1990) ‘El 
anarquismo necesita la experiencia y el involucre de la 
mujer para que esta entienda los aspectos particular es 
de la opresion hacia la mujer, si este ha de lograr sus 
ideales’. 

Muchos hombres anarquistas se resistan a entablar 
discusiones de ‘proceso’ que examinan la dinamica 
interna de grupo, adhiriendose al argumento de que 
estas nos desacelera demasiado. Derrumbemos el 
Estado y luego preocupemonos del processo, saben 
resumir. Un comportamiento tan instrumental no 
puede partir del anarquismo, sino mas bien de una 
vision marxista, la cual afirma que una vez que una 
estructura egalitaria y economica es colocada en su 
lugar, toda forma de dominacion caera por su propio 
peso. La aplicabilidad del anarquismo consiste amplia- 
mente en su reconocimiento de que, bajo ningun con- 
cepto, la opresion en su pleno, se reduce a asuntos de 
economia, sino que opera a un nivel mas sutil y sub- 
jetivo, en patrenes internalizados de dominacion y por 
lo temto deben citarse a ese nivel. 

Sin embargo, esto no significa que el anarquismo es 
inheremente antisexista, sino que esta abierto a la 
critica feminista. El puro reconocimiento de las dif¬ 
erentes formas de dominacion esta lejos de la com¬ 
presion de sus dinamicas sociales y aun mas lejano de 
la comprension de su inevitable ‘modus operandi’ den¬ 
tro de nuestras mentes. 

Por lo tanto, el anarquismo necesita al feminism, no 
solo para combatir el sexismo al mas alto nivel en la 
sociedad, sino para combatir sus .patrones dentro del 
movimiento anarquista. Muchos de estos patrones nos 
son ya familiares y pueden facilmente detectarse bajo 
el falso disfraz de anarquismo. El romantizar la vigilan- 
cia callejera es una de las costumbres machistas que 
se disfrazan de radicalismo. Esta fijacion en tacticas de 
violencia por lo general presionan a la mujer (y al 
hombre) a adopteu: posturas en las que no se siente 
protegida, como la de todo machismo. 

La militancia es de suma importancia, siempre que 
no nos propasemos ya que esto coduce a procrear 
relaciones sexistas de poder. 

Nunca dejemos de reflexionar en la forma que toma 
la militancia y su importancia sobre una situacion dada. 
La militancia es mas que un mero quebrar de vidrios; 
es el camino a la revolucion. Esto puede tomar diferen- 
.tesfor m a s , muchas de las cuales pueden resultai rnaR 
efectivas que luchar contra la policia. Como dice un 
amigo, cuando se rompre una vitrina, esta simplemente 
es reemplazada, a la vez que las ganancias continuan 
regitrandose. Mientras que si se convence a otros de 
las atrocidades del capitalismo, puede que inicien la 
revolucion social, dejando atras el dilema de la vitrina 
comercial. 

Otra estrategia es de crear contra-instituciones tales 
como ‘jardines comunitarios’ que, idealmente , ofrecen 
una altemativa al mercado capitalista, a la vez que 
establecen las bases de una cooperativa social. La 
militancia ‘caUejera’ puede jugar un papel vital y crea 
tivo en la poUtica anarquista, pero si no se hace en 
conjunto con otros esfuerzos diversos y se sostienen 
esto puede facilmente conllevar a un movimiento no 


AGOSTO DE 1991 • AMOR Y RABIA • PAGINA 3 























Panama 

(Continue de pagina 1) 

banderas estadounidenses, la 
manifestacion de los refug- 
iados de guerra del barrio de El 
Chorillo, frente a la embajad 
norteamericana el 20 de mayo, 
exigiendo indemnizacion por 
sus casas y pertenencias. 
Tambien se han venido real- 
izando movilizaciones todos los 
dias 20 de cada mes, en re- 
pudio a la ocupacion yanqui. El 
mayor desarollo del movi- 
miento popular contra la 
ocupacion y el gobierno titere, 
se ha logrado a partir del 16 de 
octubre de 1990, alcanzando 
dimensiones masivas en la 
gran manifestcion de protesta 
del 4 de diciembre y el paro 
general del dia siguiente (5 de 
diciembre). 

Los sindicatos y asociaciones 
de trabajadores (tanto del 
sector privado como estatal) se 
han dado a la terea de denun- 
ciar a los gremios amarillos y a 
los funcionarios traidores al 
movimiento de los trabajad¬ 
ores, que se han prestado para 
estos fines, promoviendo cini- 
camente la formacion de 
comites ,pro-rescate, delos 
gremios. Vale la pena sehalar, 
que estos funcionarios, son las 
mismas alimahas que se 
prestaron para desarollar estas 
mismas activadades contra el 
movimiento popular durante el 
gobierno de Noriega. 

En el marco de un plan de 
acciones contra los medidas 
antipopulares del gobierno, ha 
surgido la Coordinadora por el 
Derecho a la Vida, integrada 
por diferentes individuos, 
sindicatos y asociaciones, que 
han logrado trascender las 
fronteras de la lucha por el 
derecho a la vida, en busca de 
la solidaridad internacional por 
parte de otros gremios y 
asociaciones de trabajadores, 
logrando presenter en el 
Comite de Libertad Sindical de 
la organizacion Internacional 
de Trabajo (organismo de cual 
conocemos sus compromisos y 
limitaciones) consede en 


Ginebra, Suiza, las denuncias 
contra el gobierno titere de la 
Alianza (ADO-CIVILISTA). 

En esta incansable lucha del 
movimiento de los trabajadores 
por sus derechos elementales, 
no se puede pasar por alto la 
labor tesonera de muchos 
gremios, que hoy luchan para 
reconquistar sus derechos 
frente al gobierno titere de 
Endara, el intervencionismo 
yanqui y la ohgarquia nacional, 
con el mismo teson que se 
enfretaron ayer al dictador 


Noriega y a los gobiernos 
anteriores. Gremios como el 
SITTIRHE, la ANEAP, el INTEL 
y otros, han vivido la represion 
constante en todos los man- 
datos, han sido destituidos, 
perseguidos, encarcelados, 
exiliados, etc. Ahora, sus 
locales han sido cerrados 
nuevamente; en el caso 
especifico de la ANEAP, 
durante los ultimos ahos. 


igualmente habia sido 
censurado su local, primero por 
Concepcion, despues por el 
Coronel Motta y mas tarde por 
el Coronel Mirones. En el caso 
de SITIRHE, vuelvan a ser 
destituidos, como lo fueron 
antes por el regimen de 
Noriega, quien los despidiera 
por 15 meses y les obligara al 
exilio; sin embargo, aun exil¬ 
iados no cesaron en sus luchas 
sindicales igual que las con- 
tinuan hoy. 

Hoy, frente al nuevo gobierno 


titere, frente al intervencion¬ 
ismo yanqui y la oligarquia 
nacional, los gremios y las 
asociaciones de trabajadores al 
igual que en luchas pasadas, 
han dicho presente, y ni la 
represion, la persecusion, los 
despidos y los encarcelamien- 
tos podran disminuar la intens- 
idad de esta lucha reivindicad- 
ora, porque tienen plena con- 
fianza en la clase trabajadora y 


porque luchan con total 
convencimiento por la dignidad 
del pueblo trabajador y por un 
futuro mejor. Ejemplo de esto, 
son las constantes movi- 
laciones, la huelga de hambre 
del pasado diciembre y las 
incontables acciones directas 
donde la clase trabajadora 
panameha exige incans- 
ablemente sus derechos. 

De la misma manera, la lucha 
social contra los mesquinos 
intereses que hoy ocupan el 
Poder en Panama, se esta 
organizado en el 
campo. Los cam- 
pesinos e indigen- 
as panamehos 
han asumido su 
rol y han comenz- 
ado a organizarse 
autogestionar- 
iamente en 
gremios y feder- 
aciones que luch¬ 
an por sus 
propios intereses 
basicos. En la 
provincia de 
Veraguas se ha 
organizado con 
este fin la Feder- 
acion de Organ- 
izaciones Camp- 
esinas e Ind- 
igenas de 

Veraguas, con, la 
intencion de ser 
una fuerza social 
con plena capac- 
idad de enfrentar 
los problemas del 
sector campesino 
y indigena de la 
zona y como tal, 
asume la respon- 
sibilidad de 
impulsar una 
lucha perman¬ 
ent e, constante y 
clasista que tenga como 
objetivo la consecucion de 
mejores dias para los camp- 
esinos e indigenas de 
Veraguas. La Federacion 
intenta ser un vehiculo mas, 
que incorpore a los campesinos 
y indigenas a las luchas 
sociales (obreros, des- 
empleados, mujeres, estud- 
iantes, etc.) sin sectarismo ni 
ambiciones politicas 


partidistas. 

En el sector estudiantil 
tambien se han realizado un 
conjunto de actividades: 
movilizaciones, asambleas, etc. 
Se han creado diferentes 
agrupaciones y frentes estud- 
iantiles que manifiestan su 
solidaridad con el resto de los 
sectores que integran el 
pueblo panemeho, asi como su 
repudio a la intervencion 
yanqui y al actual gobierno 
titere. Estos grupos estudiant- 
iles se han originado en 
diferentes niveles, present- 
andose tanto a nivel secun- 
dario, pre-universitario, todos 
compretidos en la lucha por 
echar a las tropas de ocupacion 
yanqui y contra sus 
imposiciones politicas, 
economicas y sociales en 
complicidad con el gobierno 
titere de la Alianza (ADO- 
CIVILISTA) y la oligarquia 
crioUa. 

El descontento de la poblacion 
es generalizado frente a la 
politica criminal de miseria, 
hambre, represion y desemplo 
que se le ha impuesto al 
pueblo mediante los tanques 
yanquis ya traves del gobierno 
titere nacional. Hoy, un aho y 
ocho meses de la invasion, la 
respuesta populates es 
creciente; la lucha, lejos de 
debilitarse se incrementa 
siendo cada vez mas 
participativos los diferentes 
sectores en la misma, lo que no 
les ha permitido a los 
intervencionistas yanquis, y a 
la oligarquia ni la consolidacion 
de un gobierno estable, ni la 
creacion de un cuerpo 
represivo perfecto que les 
garantice sus intereses. 



Cartas de Mexico: 1 er Enciientro Nacionale de Anorquistas 


Las dos cartas siguientes contienen mas 
sobre el Primer Encuentro Nacional de 
Anarquistas. La segunda carta fue 
pEblicada en ingles en Amor y Rabia 
n£mero 6, junio-julio de 1991. La 
primera carta llego al ultimo momento y 
refiere a la publicacion anterior de la 
segunda y a otra carta que publicamos 
en Amor y Rabia. Todavia estamos 
confundidos sobre algunas coses pero 
estamos contento que el Encuentro va 
suceder y esperamos que todo va bien. 

Mexico, D.F., julio de 1991 
Al colectivo editorial de Amor y Rabia. 
Atravez de este conducto nos dirigi- 
mos a ustedes para hacer ciertas aclar- 
aciones con respecto a las cartas 
publicadas en su periodico del numero 
4, april de 1991 firmadas por Braulio 
Alfaro del fancine Motin, y el numero 6, 
junio-julio de 1991 con relacion a la con- 
vocatoria al Primer Encuentro Nacional 
de Anarquistas, a celebrarse en 
Ocotepec, Morelos, Mexico 

Con el respecto a las cartas, las 
declaraciones son las siguintes: 
Primeramente, respecto a una cantidad 
de dinero ($1500) que fueron donados 
por el colectivo Bound Together y otros 
grupos, que estaba autorizado para la 
realizacion del Encuentro Nacional, 
hacemos notar que la persona respon- 
sable de este dinero (Braulio Alfaro), 
utilizoesta cantidad, con fines ajenos al 
Encuentro, y siendo imposible recup- 
ararlo para gastos de este, por lo tanto, 
la comision organizadora del Encuentro 
no se hace responsable de la utilizacion 
de ese dinero. 

Tomando en cuenta que la 
organizacion y realizacion del 
Encuentro se ha basado en el esfuerzo 


conjunto de grupos y personas, 
queremos afirmar que no existe 
persona que represente 
individualmente este trabajo, siendo la 
comisiori de comunicacion la unica 
autorizada para dar informacion. 
Respecto a la informacion que se 
refiere a la organizacion del Encuentro 
que citan las cartas, aclaramos que esta 
no corresponde a la organizacion del 
Encuentro y por las confusiones que 
estas ha producido recalcamos que es 
un Encuentro Nacioncd ya que no 
tenemos la capacidad organizativa para 
un evento mas amplio. 

La convocatoria publicada en su 
periodico, no corresponde a la 
redaccion final, por lo que 
desconocemos quien se autonombro 
para enviar dicha informacion que 
cuenta con varios errores. 

Atentamente: 

Comision de Comunicacion para el 
Primer Encuentro Nacional de 
Anarquistas. 

via: 

Regeneracion 
Apdo Postal 9090 

Mexico 1 D.F. 

Compaheros. 

Saludos fratemos. 

Por medio de la presente los invitamos 
al ler. Encuentro Nacional de 
Anarquistas del cual anexamos la 
convocatoria, de la cual resaltamos que 
el Encuentro es Nacional (aunque para 
nosotros los anarquistas no existen 
fronteras), pero debido a que no 
contamo con la capacidad organizativa 
que require un Encuentro internacional, 
solo tenemos cupo para 30 extranjeros 
los cuales tendran que ser representa- 


tes de algun gupo. 

Si desea inscribirse, puede hacerlo en 
giro telegrafico con: 

Jose Antonio Dorantes 
Monte Alvan #604 
Col. Valle Alameda 
CP. 76040 
Queretaro, Queretaro. 

MEXICO 

Sin mas por el momento nos 
despedimos de ustedes. 

ATT. 

Comision de Communicacion para el 
ler Encuentro Nacional de 
Anarquistas 

A pesar de que las formas organizativas 
originadas por las maneras autoritarias 
de relacion, como la produccidn basada 
en la explotacidn, desigualdad, 
ignorancia, etc. han limitado al ser 
humano en su libre desarrollo, siempre 
habremos quienes busquemos llegar a 
un tipo de sociedad diferente, donde se 
conserven los aspectos que hacen al 
hombre un ser realizado a traves del 
trabajo y las ideas (igualdad, libertad, 
apoyo mutuo, accion directa, respons- 
abilidad, etc.) por lo tanto, nosotros, 
una parte de la communidad anar- 
quista, convocamos al: Primer 
Encuentro Nacional de Anarquistas 
A realizarse los dias 14, 15, y 16 de 
septiembre de 1991 en el local del 
Centro de Investigacidn Accibn 
Communitaria A.C. ubicado en 
Ocotepec, Morelos, bajo las siguientes 
formas de trabajo: 

Se formaran mesas de trabajo. Cada 
una de estas decidira como organizarse 
(talleres, conferencias, ponencias, dis- 
cusibn, etc) y communicaran lo tratado 
y/o conclusiones de su trabajo para 


enlazar cada mesa can la totalidad del 
Encuentro. 

Los temas propuestos a tratar son: Al 
anarquismo ayer, hoy, ?y mahana?; Los 
grupos anarquistas y su vinculacibn con 
la sociedad; El trabajo; La vida cotid- 
iana; La cultura; La educacibn; La 
salud; La ecologia; La mujer; Los jo- 
venes, etc. 

El Encuentro tiene como objectives: La 
interrelacibn de los diferentes grupos y 
personas de las diversas corrientes del 
anarquismo, conocer el trabajo que 
cada uno realiza en la sociedad asi 
como plantear la coordinacibn de 
trabajo, nombrando una coordinacibn si 
se considera necesario. 

Para la mejor organizacibn del evento se 
pide que las personas interesadas 
confirmen su asistencia, asi como su 
preferencia por el tema determinado y 
su forma de participacibn, 15 dias antes 
de realizarse el Encuentro a la siguente 
direccibn: Apdo.Post. ^Regeneracibn, 
9090 Mexico 1, D.F. Mexico, o a Morelos 
45-206, Colonia Centro, Tel.: 5 12 08 86 
de 8:00 a 10:00 am de lunes a sabado. 
Dado que no contamos con el dinero 
sufidente par subsidiar el evento, se 
solicita una cuota de 50,000 pesos para 
cubrir los gastos de alimentacibn y 
hospedaje. Esperamos tener el gusto de 
contar con su permanancia los tres dias 
que dura el Encuentro. La recepcibn 
sera desde la tarde del dia 13, hasta las 
9:00 am del d°a 14 de septiembre. 

El local cuenta con dormitorio, cocina y 
espacio suficiente para acampar, por lo 
cual se les sugiere Uevar cobijas, sleep- 
ings, tienda de campaha etc., asi como 
lo necessario para la temporada d lluv- 
ias. Se contara con asistencia medica y 
espacio de convivencia infantil. 
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